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PREFACE. 


Tx E fie treatiſe is a work of. Mr... ä 
Robert Strahan, a worthy, learned, and 

pious prieſt, who lived ſome time ago in Scot- 
land; and who, as he did great ſervice there for 
many years to cathalics, and catholic religion, by 
his dofirine and life, had the ſatisfaction to ſee 
the good ect 0 7 this piece; which by its force, 


and 4. charitable manner wherem it is wwritten,. : 


1 occaſion of the conver ſt aon of fever al Per. 8 


ens to the catholic Yo —_— 
As the author had a great veneration for St. 


Auguſtin, he wrote, this treatiſe after the man- 


ner of his confeſſions, which throughout breathe 
piety and charity, ſo proper and neceſſary for con- 
veying truth into the minds o FA thoſe who. are pre- 
vented againſt it : and as I had a great reſpect 
for and eſteem of the author when alive, having” 
no leſi regard for his name and memory now that. 
he is dead, I publiſh what he wrote for the good 
of thoſe under his charge, and others among whom 
he lived; wiſhing and hoping the ſame may be 
uſe eful to thoſe, into wwhoſe hands it may fall. 
Among thoſe , whom he deſigns to ſerve by his 
writing, be mentions the Bourignoniſts, ſo called 


From Antonietta Bourignon of Liſle in Flanders, 


about the middie of the laſt century; whoſe n. 


merous writings aim chiefly. to enforce morality |, 


Bs Fom. the love of God, without. due care in teach- 
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ing the neceſſity of faith, but even ſhewing an 


— 


1 


zndifference about the ſame. Many of theſe per- 
ſens were his good friends, and lived where, and 
near to where the author lived; whom he efteemed 
and loved in a chriſtian manner, To this treatiſe 


I have ſubjoined a ſhort piece called; A ſoliloquy 


The ſubject and deſign of this treatiſe is 35 
portant, being to ſhew the authority of the church, 


which Feſus Chriſt was pleaſed mercifully to efta- = 


 bliſh on earth, for the direction of men, in their 


way to eternal ſalvation, 77 we obſerve well 
with what care and labour Chriſt ſettled his 


church, what perſons he appointed for teaching 
and preſerving it from being led out of the way 


by error, and what promiſes he made of being 
with it himſelf, and ſending his ſpirit, equally 


the ſpirit of his father, the holy ghoſt, to lead 


and carry it on in the way of all neceſſary truth, 


and that not fer a ſeaſon or any ſhort time, but 


to the end of the world ; we muſt eaſily and clear- 


ty ſee, that all he did was not in vain ; that be 
made good and effeftual what he ſettled and pro- 
miſed for the behoof of all, rich and poor, great 


and ſmall, learned and unlearned, in all ftates 
and conditions of 1 and that therefore they 


are ſufficiently taught, they ſafely obey and follow, 
and never can be in danger, but when they aban- 


don the great, learned, and pious body of Chri- 


ians, 
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ar particular reflections, &c, being a tranſlation _ 
by the ſame author, and written pretty much in 

. the ſame manner; and to the end alſo, that both 
being but ſmall in bulk may ſerve to preſerve each 


other. 


F CE . 1M 
ftians, and proudly depend on their own ſhallow 
Kill and knowledge, or imprudently give theme 
ſelves up to the direction of particular perſars,, 
who may be 3 to 92 paſſe ons, 1 7gnorance, | 
' miſtake, &c. | 
ue conſider ſrieuſy, can ꝛbe imagine that- 
the church of Chriſt is fallen into grojs errors, 
ſup 32 and idolatry, and that every pars. 
/ ticular 4 on is left to his oton reaſon, *ſearch,, 
and ſpit, for ending the truth in matters of 
religion, and the true ſenſe of the holy ſcriptures,, 
fo much pretended to by all contending, contrasy, 
and even learned parties. 
It is eaſy to perplex any cauſe, and to „ 5 
many ſeeming, and ſometimes plauſible, difficul=, 
ies againſt the moſt certain truths of religion 
ſelf. We ought to conſider then neceſſary ten- 
dency, and the .uſe_which libertines may, and do, 
make of the common objections againſt. religion; 
and thoſe againſt this point of the authority or 
infallibility of the church, ſeem to deſerve our 


particular attention and reflection. A man that 


argues again(t the authority of the church, ſeems. 
e be on the fide of thoſe that "would willingly 
throw off all religion, both in faith and prac- 
tice; and his arguments are quite dangerous. 
weapons in the hands of ſuch as. art" really li- 
bertines, whatever they may pretend. 

The peace and ſafety of the people in the ca- 
tholic church, is their willingneſs to learn, and 
readineſs to obey, what the church teaches, and 
in every point of Chriſtian doctrine they may be. 
ſurely, certainly, OOO and infallibly taught- 
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what they ought to believe and do. The church 


 Jheaking to them by its paſiors, juſtly commands 


and ſecures their belief, without any fear of 
being miſſed; and every. perſon that is ſincerely 
willing to know and follow the truth, can never 
_ miſs to-find it, 

If we do but ſay our creed, - we e muſt n 


| that there is, and conſequently "has been, and al. 


ways fhall be, a holy. catholic church. F we 
Ho any knowledge of what the ancient chri- 


flians believed and taught, we muſt ſee that their 
doctrine was, that this church only, the great 


body of chriſtians, the landing church of all 
ages and nations, had a juſt title to be called 


. catholic, whatever - 4 freut heretics at different 


times did or may pretend ; and that this church 


10 but one, and in one ſole communion, out of 


which there was na ſalvation to be expetted : fince 
ane that had not the church as his mother, could 
not have God as his father ; and conſequently, 


that thoſe in this church are taught inſallibly in 


all points of ſalvation, aud infallibly ſafe in fol- 


_ lowing what. they are taught. 


Tf we obſerve the conceſſions of adverſaries, | 
we muſt ſee, that as they grant all churches, 
even their own, 10 be fullible, they have no right 
to require our aſſent, exter iaur or interiaur, 10 


what they teach; and that they deal unjuſtly and 


unconſequentially with us, when they put any 
hardſhips upon us, or flraiten us in the leaſt, 
upon account of cur bee being different Jeu om 


theirs, 
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we do but lot at what is evident, . we muſ# 
fee alſo, that our adverſaries can never be able 
to convince any one that differs from them; ſince 


all have the ſame freedom of explaining and un- 
2 be holy ſcriptures in their own fa- 


Many ſuch refleditions and confuleration might. 


be made in ſupport of the unerring authority of 
the catholic church; and many quotations might 


be brought from the ancients for confirming and 
firengthning the ſame : but as the bounds of 4a. 
ſhort preface, proper for a ſhort book, cannot ad- 


mit the ſame, I ſhall ſet down only ſome paſſages 


from St. Auguſtin, which appear to be pretty. 
much to the purpoſe. 
In his book of true religion, chap. vii. be 


| ſays : We muſt hold the chriſtian religion and 
the communion of that church which is catho- 


lic, and is not only called ſo by her own chil- 


dren, but by all her enemies. For heretics 
and ſchiſmatics, whether they will or no, when 


they ſpeak not. to their own people, but. to 


ſtrangers, call catholics: only, cathelics:: For 

they cannot be underſtood, if they give them:  } 

not that name which all the world gives them. |} 
In his book written againſt" the Manicheans, 


of the advantage of believing, chap. vii. he 


| ſays: Suppoſe we were now firſt enquiring, 
what religion to chuſe----'There is a church, 


as all grant, in reſpect, of the whole world 


more numerous; and (as thoſe ſay, who know 


it) which teaches truth more ſincerely than all 


5 others: This I do not examine. But that 
0 : which 
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„ _ The PREFACE. 

hi is ſufficient to determine our choice; 
there is one catholic church to which different 
hereſies give different names; whereas each of 
them have their own names, which they dare 
not deny. By which it appears (the caſe being 
impartially decided) to whom the name of ca- 
tholic is due, which all pretend to. 

The conſideration of this was flrong with St. 

Auguſtin, in his converſion ſrom the Manichean 
. hereſy to the church; for writing againſt the 
epiſtle of Manicheus called the Foundation, 
cbap. iv. among ſeveral motives of his converſion, 
which Mill continued to hold him in the commu- 
nion of the church, he ſets down- that of the 
name of catholic, as a chief motive. Not to 
ſpeak, ſays. he, of the true wiſdom, which you. 
do not believe in the catholic church, there are 
many other things, which moſt juſtly hold me 
in her boſom. 1. The agreement of people- 


and nations holds me. 2. Authority begun. 
with miracles, nouriſhed with hope, increaſed 


with charity, confirmed by antiquity, holds 
me, 3. A ſucceſſion of biſhops deſcending 
from the ſee of St. Peter, to Foes Chriſt 
after his reſurrection committed his flock, to 
the preſent epiſcopacy, holds me. 4. Laſtly, 
the very name of catholic holds me; of which 
this church alone has, not without reaſon, ſo. 
kept the poſſeſſion, that though all heretics de- 
fire to be called catholics, yet if a ſtranger aſks. 
them where catholics meet, none of the here- 
tics dare point out his own houſe or church.. 


r e writes the learned St. _— Let us. 
| profit 


The PREFACE. wt 
profit by his inſtruction. Let us reflect that there 
is but one faith, without which we cannot pleaſe 
Ged; that true charity unites us to, and keeps us 
in the church; and that neither faith, nor cha- 

rity, is to be fund out of the church. 

If we. have received the truth, let us be thank- 
ful for the knowledge of the fame, which God 
has, by a ſingular mercy, been pleaſed to commu- 

nicate to us: let our lives and conduct be in all 
2 things .conformable to what we believe and pro- 
| feſs - let us love God abave all things; let us 
love our neighbour as ourſelves, in and for. God © 
let us carefully follow that mo? prudent and ne- 
. eſſary rule of the catholic church; In neceſſa - 
riis unitas, in dubiis libertas, in cms cha- 
i ritas, to keep unity in all e things, 16 
* | w/e and allow freedom in doubtful things, and ie 
live in peace and charity with all perſons as ga 
9 e * 
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CONSIDERATIONS... 


1 HE N here in thy ſight, O my God ! 
I reflect upon that which thou didſt 
— MW put in the mouth of Solomon; there 
: is a way which ſeems right unto a man, but the 
end thereof is the way of death, (Prov. xiv, 12, 
xvi. 25.) and which thou didſt make him re- 
peat a ſecond time, in the ſame words, to im- 
7 print it the more lively in our minds: I ſee 
that I cannot be too much upon my guard, te 
| avoid a miſtake of ſo dreadful a conſequence, 
How ſhall I adore thy unſearchable judg- 
ments, when I ſee ſo many Perſons pretending 
to be chriſtians, and yet of ſo different and 
5 contrary doctrines ! ſurely, O Lord ! they all 
cannot poſſeſs the truth; ſeeing the one party 
abhors what the other believes: Each one's way 
BB ſeemeth right to himſelf. But, alas | that is not 
| enough. For thou thyſelf ſayeſt, that a ay 
may ſeem right, and yet lead to death. And 
here certainly thou doſt not mean that death, 
which ſeparates the ſoul from the body ; but that 
which, dividing and eſtranging a ſoul from thee, 
does therefore put it in a ſtate of damnation. 
O thou life of my ſoul ! preſerve me from 
+ that terrible, that ſecond, that everlaſting death, 
7 Give me thy light, hat I may never ſleep in, 
bat death, My preſent deſign is to ſettle my- 
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1.8 omm! what thou pleaſeſt. 


2-- INTRODUCTION. 


ſelf in the belief of thy ſaving truth. I beſeech 
thee, O Lord! put out of my mind all worldly 


thoughts, and all temporal concerns; that in 


the view of eternity, and as before thy all-ſee- 
ing eye, I may ſeek this precious pearl. Grant 


me clear thoughts of all things which I muſt 
examine. Help me to form impartial judg- 
ments. Strengthen my heart to embrace, ac- 


knowledge, and profeſs the truths, which thou 


ſhalt diſcover unto me. Deliver me, O ſaviour 
of my ſoul ! from denying, or diſowning thee 


before men; ſeeing thou thyſelf haſt affur'd 
us, that thou 1vilt deny and diſown ſuch perſons 


before thy father, who is in heaven, (Mat, x. 33.) 


O everlaſting light! who illuminateſi every 
one coming into this world : (Jo. i. 9.) I believe 


that, as thou ſayeſt, without thee I can do no- 
thing. (Jo. xv. 5.) I know I cannot come unte 


thy abbey, but by thee. (Jo. xiv. 6.) I deſerve 
nothing of myſelf ; and I am nothing, and 
worſe than nothing, without thee, Thou art 
my God, and my mercy. (Pf. lviii. 18.) All I 
beg, add hope, is by thee, from thee, and for 


thy infinite merits. 


Eternal father ! loo upon the face of thy 
ancnted, ſo disfigured in the time of his ſuffer- 
ings ; and for his ſake, ſend forth thy holy Spirit, 


| to laminate my darkneſs, to direct my feet in 


the way of peace, and to make my foul turn to 
its 1ſt; which is not to be found, but in wy | 
faving truth. 
| Da quod jubes, & jube quod wy. 
. Give unto me what thou commandeſt, and 
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0 711 AT ſhall I render unto. thee O Lord ! 1 
5 for the degrees of 1 which thou haſt 
4 n beſtowed upon Tis by theſe that | 
I am ſettled in 57 0c that the chrittian re- 43 
1s | 4 
. ligion is true. Hereby thy free mercy has ſe- 2 
; arated me from Athei/ts, Fews, and Liber- | 
£4 tines of different ſorts. But J know that, asit IM 
„ vas foretold, mary are come in the name f 
15 Chriſt, and do ſedues many. (Mar. xiii. 6, ) The 


5 Catholics. pretend that their, doctrine is the 
d doctrine of Chriſt; the Proteſtants ſay theirs 
is it; and ſo ſay the Preſbyterians, the Qua- 
= kers, the Bourignoniſts, the Socinians, and all 
the reſt. My earneſt deſire in thy ſight, is, to 
be led into chat truth, which thou thyſelf, dear 
by Feſus! haſt taught; nd to be preſery'd from 

being % 4 to and fro with every wind doc- 


"A trine, by the cunning and flight of men. (Epheſ. 
A, iv. 14.) And thou art witneſs to the ſincere 
"0 Purpoſe I have to profeſs it, how ſoon thy 
y | mercy ſhall diſcover it unto me. 
* O author and finiſher of our faith my ſoul 
. thirſteth after thy truth. It burneth in a deſire 
* to ſee thy truth as it is in itſelf ; neither mixed 
|| nor altered oy the corruptions of men. "Speak, Þþ 
Es | B 2 1 | 4 


—— 


4 Againſt being indifferent, &c. 


Lord, for thy ſervant heareth. (1 Sam. iii. 10.) 


T know thy truths are the words of eternal life.; 
if once I could diſcern them, then I ſhould 
certainly be in the place of paſturage, where 
thou feedeſt thy ſheep : Then I ſhould have no- 
thing more to do, but to nouriſh my ſoul and 


prepare it for eternity. In thy truths I am 


ſure to find all that I ought to believe, and all 
I ought to practiſe. There I ſhall find all the 
means of Salvation, all the conditions upon 
which I can be ſaved ; and all the channels by 
which thou conveyeſt thy grace into our ſouls, 
There I ſhall find the 4r+ which faves from the 
deluge; the miniſtry of reconciliation ; the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven; and that Hidden 
mianna, which muſt {till be the food of thy peo- 
ple in this deſart, till they enter into thy reſt, 
which thou haſt promiſed unto them. _ | 
I ] know that no other doctrine but thine in. 


cludes thoſe precious treaſures : becauſe I be- 


lieve that there is no other name but thine, O 
Jeſus! that is given to us, whereby we can 
be ſaved. SE OO Ree | 


Far be it then from my ſoul, to think that it 


is no matter, whether a man be a proteſtant or 
papiſt, quaker or preſbyterian. Far, far, to all 
'eternity, be it from me, to put the doctrines of 
men in equal ballance with thy truths, If the 
doctrine of any of theſe be thine, or if the doc- 
trine only of the catholic church be thine ; that 
which is thine, and that only, will I beheve 
with my heart to be juſtified; and confeſs with 

my mouth to be ſaved, as thy apoſtle ſpeaketh; 
V (Rom. 


* 
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Againſt being indifferent, cc. &#$g 
(Rom. x. 10.) and with all my heart reject all 
doctrines contrary thereto. . 

By the aſſiſtance of thy grace, it ſhall never 
be all one to me, whether there be even or 
only two ſacraments; whether thou haſt given 
to the paſtors of thy flock, the power to forgive 
fins, or haſt not given it; whether thou haſt 


left us thy precious body and blood, or only a 


piece of bread with the remembrance of thy. 
death; whether ſo many books be of thy ſa- 

cred ſcriptures, or only the writings of men, 
&c, O wonderful blindneſs of men, proceed- 


ing from their earthly ties! Is it all one to be- C 


lieve, or to reject five of the ſacraments ſancti- 
fied by thy blood? To reverence, or to con- 
demn ſeveral books written by thy ſpirit ? If 

thou haſt ſanctifſied only two AAcraments, I muſt 
reject all the reſt : If the virtue of thy blood be 
imparted to ſeven, I muſt embrace them all. If 

thou haſt written any book, I muit never be 
ſo impious as to condemn it. If thou hat left 
us thy fleſh, a piece of bread with the memory 
of thy paſſion, is not that which thou haſt left 
for the food of my ſoul. If thou, as being an 
eternal prieſt after the order of Melchiſedec, doſt 


continue the offering of thy body on earth, as 


well as in heaven; ſhall I, in this valley of 
tears, deprive myſelf of ſuch a foretaſte of 
eternal delights. ee enen eee 
If the church of Rome, for theſe and other 


points be idolatrous, muſt I not neceſſarily re- 


ject her. If theſe be no idolatry ; and if ſhe 


be thy true catholic church, how dare I refuſe 
to believe her; ſeeing in thy judgment, they 
3 „ ͤ 


——̃ — 


_ 


— — 


— 
hs. Aa] 
— — 
nd 


2 . 
Go s ** 
— = ——— 


ans. Wo rs carr wage ye e bi 
- X — 
— 2 > : - = : : 
_ ” OMB — , . Wt 0 aL. Rt” rv 
I 7 a * 
af + VI 
9 e 7 
R , 
- 


| Againſt the falſe charity, & c. 
are to be look'd upon as heathens and purer ag 
who will not hear thy church. | 


To be aſſured that J have all the tanz of 


ſalvation, the miniſtry of reconciliation, the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven; to know certainly 
all what I ought to believe and obſerve, for to 
be ſaved ; to be certain that I am grounded on 
the church of the living God, which is the pillar 
and ground of truth, (1 Tim. iii. 15.) are cer- 


tainly no matters of indifferency. If I ſeparate 


thy precious truths from the vile errors of men, 
1 am ſure of all theſe things. If I do not dif. 
cern that ſound and ſaving doctrine, certainly 


F am ſure of nothing. How then can men be 


indifferent, as to that one faith, without which 


it is impoſſible to pleaſe thee? Is it all one to 


believe thee, or to rebel againſt thy light? To 
hear thee, or to abhor what thou teacheſt ? Cer- 
tainly if I do not ſay, that fuch indifferent per- 


| ſons do not care, whether they pleaſe, or diſ- 


pleaſe thee; I muſt at leaſt conclude, that they 
are ſo infatuated' and entangled in the affairs 


and pleaſures of this life, that they take no ſuf · 


ficient time to ay "pins the other. 


a” 
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228 againſt the falſe Charity of the 


Latitudinarians, 


Hoy ſatan here transforms himſelf into an 
angel of light! when he perſuades men 


tat it is charity to believe firſt, and then to lead 


to this — ian indfferency for all religions. 


O cruel 


* 


ainſt the falſe charity, Kc. 7 ; 
Ocruel charity | O mercileſs pity | that, under 


85 colour of thinking well of our neighbour, cauſeth 

f us, by flattering reaſons, to withdraw one ano-—- 
1 ther from making our calling and election ſure. 
* eee Hs 
5d Omy God! how much impiety is here veiled 
0 under the name of religion ! If thou haſt taught 
r, us, that there are ſeven ſacraments; thou haſt 
er- not taught us, that there are only 0. If thou 
oo | haſt taught us, that this is thy body; thou haſt 
n not taught us, that it is nothing but a figure of 
” thy body. How impious were it to ſay, that 
ly thou teacheſt us contradictions | How blaſphe- 
be mous is it to ſay, that thou wilt have men to 
h believe, that there are only wo ſacraments, and 
to that there are ſeven. That this is thy body, and, 
To that this is not thy body. That thou haſt 
er- - given men power to forgive ſins, and that thou 
. haſt not given it. Preſerve me, O Lord, from 
iſ. ſuch irreligious errors: they are but ſo much 
ey the more blaſphemous, as they pretend to be 
irs called charity. | PLE 
fe Theſe Latitudinarians ſay, we have nothing 


to do, but to live well: but this is a pernicious 

deceit. Deareſt Lord ! open their eyes, that 

— they may ſee we cannot live well, unleſs we 
get thy grace; and that we cannot get thy 

grace, but by the uſe of the ſacraments, and 

the other means of ſalvation: which thou. haſt ap- 
pointed: that we cannot make uſe of theſe: 
means, unleſs we know them; and that we 
cannot know them, but by knowing and be- 
lieving in thy truth; and not by being indif- 


arent for its. <=. 
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8 Againſi the falſe charity, &c. 
O amiable Jeſus! whom they perſecute by 
ſuch unchriſtian doctrine, make the ſcales fall 
from their eyes, that they may ſee they cannot 
live as they ought, unleſs they firſt believe, as 
thou haſt taught, in that religion which con- 
tains this doctrine! Ah, my God! men think 
that there are people of all religions that live a 
holy life; and by this they ſeduce their own 
hearts to this indifference. But, alas ! when 
thou ſhalt ſearch Feruſalem with lighted can- 
dles, many ſhall pretend to be thine, of whom 
thou wilt ſay ; I know you not, depart from me 
ye workers of iniquity, (Matt. vii. 23.) None of 
us knows whether we are worthy of love or ha- 
tred. (Eccleſ. ix. 1.) None of us knows our 
.own heart, which is unſearchable. What pre- 


fumption is it then to pretend, that we can de- 


termine theſe things ſo certainly concerning 


our neighbours ; that we can venture our own 


falvation upon this judgment. Let us hope 


that every one ſhall be ſaved; let us will it; 


let us wiſh it; but let us wiſh it as thou willeſt 
it: for thou wilt have all men to be ſav'd ; but 
alſo, thou wilt have all men. to come unto the 
knowledge of thy truth; and thou joineſt theſe 


two together. (1 Tim, ii. 4.) 


: 


Let others then judge and ſay what they 
pleaſe ; the leaſt of thy truths, the leaſt word 
of thy mouth, ſhall in my judgment, be better 
unto me than thouſands of gold and ſilver. (Pf. 


Wh exix. 72.) I ſhall never be indifferent about 
| any thing that is ſpoken or revealed by thee. 
BEN Sweet are thy words unto my taſte : they are 
BEE /weeter than honey is to my mouth, Thro' thy 
r af recepts 


Concerning u particular mark, &c. 9. 


c of falſe ways, and of errors, do not fe that 
plore thy mercy for them; and I acknowledge 
and bleſs thee for the degree of knowledge 


which, merely out of thy own goodneſs, thou 
haſt given to me; by which I firmly believe, 


and in thy fight, I heartily repeat with the 
royal prophet, that for the love of thy truth, 
I hate every falſe ) . 2 Nen 


that thou wilt vouchſafe ta ſhew me the way, 


for it is thou, and only thou, who canſt pluck 


right , not only to one man, but to thouſands of. 


to the catholics, for example, be thy faving: 


J 8 
N 


1 
Pg 


2 1 get underſtanding ;| and theręfare 1 
hate every falſe way. Thoſe that are not afraid 


without thee they can never go right. I im- 


that I muſt reje& all except thy word, which, is 
a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my paths: 


— 14 2 —_ n —_ — tl 2 * * 
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Concerning a particular mark of the way of truth; 
EING thus eſtabliſhed, O my God-!.in _ 
the eſteem and love of thy truths, I beg now” 


by which I muſt diſtinguiſh them from. the er- 
roneous doctrines of men. When I know- not 
what to do, my eyes are upon thee, O Lord! 


my feet out of the ſnare. (Pſ. xxv. 15.) 1 ſee 
too well now, that there are ways which ſeem 


men; and that yet, the end thereof is the way 
of death, For if the doctrine that ems right 


truth; then the doctrines that ſeem right to pro- 
teſtants, and all other proundens to chriſtianity, 
| 4 5 | . 3 88.1 „ | 
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are ways of death. Or, if the opinions of pro- 
teſtants be thy ſaving truths, then I muſt paſs 


that ſentence of condemnation, upon all the 


millions of chriſtians ſpread up and down the 
whole world, who are called the catholic church. 
The like judgment I muſt make wr the: perſons 


of other perſuaſions. 


O my God ! who art pleaſed to be thyſelf 
Suffer 290 biſhop to my ſoul, (1 Pet. ii. 25.) make 
known to me the way in which I ought to walk, 
ſeeing I have lifted up my ſoul unto thee. My 
humble and earneſt deſire is, to ſee the way by 
which I may certainly diſcern thy truths, from 
errors which. ſcem rig t, and yet lead to death. 

That word ef thy apoſtle, which I men- 


tioned before, comes now into my mind, as a 


help which thou'giveſt me for this examination. 
g it is thy ll, as he ſaith, that all men be 
ſaved, and come unto the knowledge of the truth: 


certainly all men can come unto the truth. 
i "Therefore: ſeeing one of the chriſtian profeſ- 


Hons is thy truth, one of them. muſt alſo pro- 
feſs a way y, by which all men can know and 
diſcern that truth of thine; and ſo come unto 
the knowledge of it, as thou wilt have them. 
Conſequently the meaneſt and weakeſt capaci- 


ties, muſt be capable of coming unto the know- 


Tedge of thy truth by this way ; as well as the 

mot learned and judieious perſons. 
Here then I muſt eſtabliſn this as one nie 

ma ef the way of thy truth, that it is a way, 


by which all men can come unto the knowledge of 
the truth. In a word, it is a way proportioned 

.o all capacities, and ages of thoſe who are 
ns ound to believe W a way ſo ſtraight and 


plain, 


to do to be ſaved, but by knowing the true * 


tion upon chat * for it appears 3 


c Concerning a particular mark, &c. 21 
Plain, as the prophet ſays, that fools cannot err 


therein, (Iſa. xxxv. 8.) 


Nothing is more certain, than that the wa 


to thy truth has this mark, that it is for all men; 


becauſe thou wilt have all men ta come unto the 
knowledge of the truth : and therefore the way 
to come unto the truth, muſt be a way, by 
which all men can come unto it. But beſides. 
this, I faw clearly before, that a man cannot. 
be ſaved, unleſs he know the true religion; be- 
cauſe he cannot make uſe of the means of fal- 
vation, unleſs he know what he ought to do 10% 

be ſaved; and he cannot know what he og 


ligion, which contains that ſaving knowle 
Seeing then a man cannot be ſaved, without 
knowing the ſaving truth; we muſt either con- 


feſs that the way to this truth, is a way fit for 


all perſons and capacities; or elſe we muſt fa 
that ſome perſons are incapable of ſalvation, 


for the ſole want of learning, and other ſuch. 


natural talents ; which is a thing contrary to the 
doctrine of all forts of chriſtians in the world. 


Therefore i in fine, we muſt . that as true aa 


it is, that there is truth in the chriſtian religion; 


ſo true it is, that an undeniable mark of the 
way to that truth is, that it. is a way by which 


perſons of all capacities, can come unto the truth. 
For the ſame reaſons we may further infer, 


that it muſt be a way, by which perſons of al 
capacities can, not only know the truth, but 


alſo by which they can know it certainly; and 
fo certainly, that they can venture their ſalva- 


12 Concerning @ particular mark, &c. 
what is ſaid, that a man cannot be ſaved, un- 
leſs he knows the means of ſalvation; and that 
he cannot know theſe, but by knowing the true 
religion. If then he did not know the means 
of ſalvation, and conſequently not the true re- 
ligion, he could not be ſaved. His ſalvation 
therefore depending upon that ſaving know- 
ledge, be muſt venture his ſalvation upon it. 
Now no man can wiſely venture his ſalvation 
upon an uncertainty ; ſeeing thoſe who are 
wiſe, will not lend a ſum of money without 
ſecurity. And how could men anſwer in thy 
judgment, O Lord! if they did not endeavour, 
to have incomparably greater ſecurity for their 
ſouls, by being ſure, that they are come to the 
knowledge of the truth ! If then the very com- 
mon light of wiſdom, which thou haſt given us, 
to direct us in our temporal affairs, does teach us 
thus to endeavour to ſecure our ſouls, by being 
certain of thy ſaving truths; to be ſure, thy 
infinite wiſdom has left us a way, by which 
we can certainly know them; and certainly 
| diſcern them from the ways that ſeem rigbt, and 
yet lead unto eternal death. „„ 
Accordingly, thy apoſtle, St. Paul, (Gal. i. 8.) 
has taught us in thy name, that we mult be ſa 
certain of thy truths, that tho' one who preach- 
es the contrary ſhould ſeem to us an apeſtle, or 
an angel come from heaven, we mult not ſtick 
to judge him accurſed, and his doctrine falſe. _ 
And certainly it cannot be denied, that the 
excellency of that faith by which we believe 
| thee, O Lord ! does neceſſarily require this firm- 
neſs and conſtancy of belief, becauſe 10 our 


Concerning à particular mark, &c. 13 
' being certain, that it is the truth we believe. 
For, tho* when an unknown perſon tells us a 
wonderful thing which he has ſeen, we do not 
always hold it 50 r certain; yet when a lincere, 
judicious, and well-inform'd er tells us an 
thing he has ſeen, tho! it be very wonderful, 
we are certainly convinc'd of the truth of what | 
he ſays: we ſhould even be in the wrong to 


dim, if we did not believe him; and tis ſcarce 


poſſible for us to ſuſpect his words of falſehood. 
With how much greater certainty then muſt 
we, by. divine faith, believe the truths, which 
thou haſt publiſhed among us? Were it not 
horrible impiety for us, not to believe thee with 
incomparably greater certainty, than that with 

which we believe the moſt faithful witneſſes, 
who atteſt earthly things unto us? Beyond all 

doubt, I muſt be much more certainly perſuaded 
of thy truths, than I am certain that there was 
ſuch a man as king Charles II. or that there is 
ſuch a city as Rome ; and yet I am ſo certain 
of theſe things, that I cannot poſſibly doubt of 
them. Seeing then thou wilt have me and all 
men to believe, with much more certainty, the 
truths of religion; becauſe divine faith is far 
above all human belief: it cannot be doubted, 
but that thou haſt left a way, by which I, and 
all men, can much more certainly know theſe; 
bleſſed truths, than we can know the moſt cer- 


\, tain things, that men relate unto us. 


If it were otherwiſe, men ſhould be ſo little: 
_ eſtabliſhed in thy truth, that they could not but 
be toſſed to and fro with every wind of doctrine; 
and wy would not believe the verities of reli- 
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14 Concerning a particular mark, &c. 
gion with more fixedneſs, than they believed 
the informations of perſons, whoſe words uſe 
to gain no credit. And what a door would be 
W to Atheiſm, if thou hadſt left our faith 
in ſuch a wavering and unſettled condition? 
As then, it were irreligious, impious, and 
-atheiſtical, to teach, that the divine faith by 
which we believe thy truth, may be uncertain 
and unſtable; fo I muſt abſolutely conclude, 
"that it is irreli gious, impious, and atheiſtical, to 
teach, that the way to thy truths is ſuch, that 
men by it cannot know them ane and cer- 
___ #ainly diſcern them from errors. 
Ihus, it is manifeſt, that one mark of the 
way of truth is, that it is a way by which all 
men can certainly know thy truths, and cer- 
tainly diſcern them from errors; without any 
fear. to venture their ſalvation thereupon.. 
Help me now, O God of my heart! direct 
me to make uſe of this mark, as far as it can 
lead wy foul to its deſired reft ; and teach me 
to apply it ſincerely, and as before thee, unto. 
the different profeffions of chriſtianity. I know 
thou art appointed by thy father, to be the 
judge of the living and the dead; I knew that 
thou wilt judge all my judgments ; 3 and that in 
this very moment, the ſecrets of my heart are 
not hid from thee. 
Being firmly perſuaded, that one of the pro- 
feſſions —_ chriſtianity, is that truth- of thine 
by which I muſt be faved; I will in thy ſight. * 
conſider the different ways they teach, and by 
which they ſay, men muſt come unto the truth. 


The quakers ſay, that the way to know the 
. une is 25 the * inſpirations which 


every 


WS. 


I Ov IS R350 0 os 


ore Dl ante En be of at RR ER et 


W 
" 8 33 
; % 


Application of the mark to Quakers, 


and endeavouring to underſtand the ſeriptures. 
The catholics maintain, that the way to know 


the truth, is by the public inſtruction: of the 


church, to whom the holy Ghoſt, that ſpirit of 
truth was promis d, and ni to abide with her 

for ever, to make her the pillar and ground of 
truth unto us, and ſo to lead her into all truth, 


that the gates or power of hell ſhall not prevail 


againſt her, (Jo. xiv. 16, 26. 1 Tim. Iii. 15. 
Jo. xvi. 12. Matt. xvi. 18.) | 
If all theſe ways have the foreſaid neceſſary 


mark of the way of truth, that they can bring 


perſons of all capacities into a certain and un- 


doubted knowledge of the truth; then I muſt 
ſeek out another mark whereby 1 may diſcern 
the way of truth, from falſe ways: but if any 


one of them have that mark, and the reſt want 
it, that one way muſt be the way of peuce and 
truth, and the reſt muſt be falſe ways. 


Do not leave me, O Lord my God ! us 
not depart. from me, but be wien me in _ 
5 examination. | 
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Application of the mark of the way of truth, 1% 


the wy taught by the Duakers. 


2 ppears to me at the very firlt view, chat 


the vis way taught by the quakers, that is, the 


way of private inſpirations, has not that miark 
of being 3 for all capacities. Cenainly 


every man feels within himſelf, The 4 
teſtants, and all others, (except the aba 5 
do pretend, that the way to know the truth, 
is by every man's private diligence, in ſearching 


ſuch 
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16 | Application of the mark to Duakers. 


ſuch capacities as mine, can never diſcern the 
truth by that way, by which I ſee and feel that 


I can diſcern nothing at all. I do not deny 


that all good comes from thy ſpirit, O Lord ! I 
know and believe, that no man can own that 
thou O Jeſus ! art the Lord, but by the holy 


Ghoſt. (1 Cor. xii. 3.) But I ſee well, that 


unleſs I deceive myſelf by imaginations or il- 


luſions, I cannot pretend to know the truths 
of religion, by ſenſible impulſes of thy ſpirit. 
Thoſe who labour under ſuch illuſions, may 
pretend what they pleaſe. But, for my part, 


thou art my witneſs, as thou art to be my judge, 
that I feel no interiour motion, that can cer- 
tainly determine me, by clear anſwers to theſe 
and other queſtions.— Which are the true books 
of thy facred ſcriptures ® What is the meaning of 
the controverted texts of ſcripture ? Hou many 
are the Sacraments, or are there none at all? Is 


. the baptiſm of water neceſſary ? &c. And tho! 
I écould imagine, that I had any interiour 


motions to. reſolve me in thoſe debates, how 


could I diſcern thoſe of thy ſpirit, from the 


ſuggeſtions of Satan, and of corrupt pature ? 
J ſee evidently that there needs ſome outward 
thing, for to make that diſcernment; and that 


unleſs I know that outward help, I muſt re- 


main undetermined. When an outward way 
of truth is once eſtabliſhed, I ſee that then we 
can try the ſpirits, and ſee which are. of God, 
and which not. I comprehend how by that 


means, true inſpirations can be diſtinguiſhed 


from illuſions, But without that ſolid founda- 


tion of truth, and infallible touchſtone, no ex- 


perience 
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perience J have of my own interiour, can aſ- 
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. Application of the mark to Qua lers. 17 | 


certain me as to controverted truths ;- and 1 
know that thouſands of men do give the ſame 
teſtimony with me, concerning their interiout 


feelin e 


8. 
Beides, if this interiour and inviſible way 


were allowed as a rule of truth, it would un · 


hinge all order and authority among men. 
It is too well known to thee, O Lord! and 
even unto the moſt of thinking men, that no- 
thing is now adays a better tool for policy, 
avarice, and ambition, than a pretext of piety 


and religion. If then this interiour way were 


once generally owned, ſuch intereſted hypo- 
crites could never be diſcovered ; and all, but 
chiefly the weak and fimple, ſhould infallibly 
be their prey. Becauſe thou didſt allow the 


 Jfraelites to ſpoil the Egyptians, to deſtroy and 


diſpoſſeſs the kings and people of the land of 
Canaan ; and didſt by private inſpirations to 
thy known and public prophets, raiſe up ſub- 
jects, as Feroboam, Jebu, Aſſael, &c. to take 
the thrones of their maſters: becauſe I ſay, 
thou didſt theſe things by thy ſupreme autho- 
rity, as ing of #ings, according to certain 
rules of thy juſtice, and for to en Wess ſome 


ſpiritual inſtructions unto chriſtians ; therefore 


politic hypocrites would not fail to juſtify all 
their worſt attempts, and moſt unnatural de- 
ſigns, by ſuch pretended inſpirations. Thus 
neither wife, nor child, nor fortune, nor 
crown, nor life ſhould be in ſecurity. For 


tho' thy enemy had endeavoured to cover the 


dangers of this illuſion, by the bees * = 
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18 Application of the mark to Proteſtants. 
of condemning. war; yet any Oliver that 


| Pleaſed, might in a ſhort time juſtify the power 
of war, as well as all his other contrivances, 
by a poſteriour inſpiration, new diſpenſation, 
or what other colour he ſhould think fit. 


This way then of the quakers, is ſo far from 
being fitted for the capacities of all men, that 


it can aſſure no man of the truth; and expoſes 


to confuſion and injuſtice, every thing that is 
in ſecurity by the outward. laws, and common 
lights of mankind. | 


+ Therefore ſeeing this way of the people 


call'd quakers, wants the mark of the way of 


truth, altho' there were no other thing to ſay 


azainſt it; tg want alone demonſtrates that 
their doctri not the true religion; becauſe: 


the true religion, as I ſaw before, has that ne- 
ceſſary mark of the way of truth, which it 


wants. And thus in fine this way of theirs, 
is a way of illuſion, of ſnares, and of de- 
ception. | 
Pity, dear Lord ! thoſe who are thus blind- 
ed, and bring us all unto the knowledge of thy 
truth. ws! 5 OY] 
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Application of the mark of the way of truth, to. 
_— taught by Proteſtants. 1 


I Come next to conſider before thee, O Lord ! 

1 the way of the proteſtants. They teach, 
that the way to know the truth, is to 
fearch the ſcriptures by my own private dili- 
bene. They agree wich me in condemns 


are contain'd, They aſſure 
as all churches are capable of falling into er- 


ſome by the 3 5th of the 39 articles.. 
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the way of the quakers. They tell me alſo, 
that the way of the catholics is wrong. They 

will have me to believe, that thou didſt never 
promiſe infallibility to thy church; and that 
therefore all: churches, and all men being ſub- 
ject to error, nothing can lead me right, but 
the holy bible, im which — thy truths 


ror, ſo they actually did fall ſo univerſally be- 
fore their pretended reformation, that * whole 


- Chriſtendom was at once drown'd'in abomina- 
ble zdolatry, of all other vices the moſt deteſt- 


ed of thee, and moſt damnable to man, for 
the ſpace of 800 years and more: and that 
therefore thou | didſt . raiſe up a. certain friar 
call'd Martin Luther, to reform the chriſtian 


church: that Zuinglius reformed it further, and 


Jobn Calvin better than them both: that theſe 


| men taught this way of ſearching by private 


diligence, the meaning of the ſcriptures : and 
that this is the only way to keep one from er-- 
rors. This is what they ſay, My king and 
my God ! dire& me to examine it.. | 
This way ſeems very plaufible at the firſt 


appearance. Thou knoweſt that I love thy 
ſcriptures, and that I wiſh to find thee, and to. 


adore thee, in them, I bleſs thee for the Pa- 


2 Homelies of the church of England, Lond. 
edit. anno 1623. In ſerm. peril of Idol. part 3. 
pag. 57. The whole clergy of England have al- 
ways ſworn to this doctrine, as godly and whol- 


tiene. 


urther, that 
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20 Application of the mark to Proteſtants. 
tience. and conſolation to which that ſacred book 
leads me; I believe that all that is in it, is thy 
wacoubted truth, | 
But as I faid, concerning the quakers way 
of private inſpirations, that tho' I believe that 
it is thou, O divine ſpirit ! who art the author 
of all truth, and of all the good motions that 
are within us; yet all cannot, by the way of 
the quakers, diſcern thy motions from falſe ſug- 
geſtions: So I muſt ſay, concerning this pro- 
W— teſtant way of private ſearching of the ſcrip- 
| tures; that tho' all that is in ſcripture be truth, 
| yet all capacities cannot diſcern all thoſe truths 
by their own private diligence ; and that there- 
fore this proteſtant way, is not the way of 
truth ; which is a way fitted for all capacities, 
as was proved before. 
As to myſelf, thou who knoweſt my heart, 
art witneſs that I am convinced in my conſci- 
ence, that this proteſtant way is not for me, 
nor for others of my capacity. 

But further, the mark of the way of truth, 
is to be a way, by which all capacities can 
even certainly know the truth, ſo as to ven- 
ture their ſalvation upon it. Now for my 
I ſee clearly, that neither I, nor ſuch as 
n venture our ſalvation upon any inter- 
pretation we could make of ſcripture, by our 

oon private ſearch. Surely we have not ſuch 
learning as many have; yet many learned men 
that ſearch the ſcriptures, do miſunderſtand 
them, as all the chriftians in the world do be- 
lieve: for none but fools will deny, that there 
are learned men in every chriſtian perſuaſion 4 


Application of the mark to Proteſtants, 21 

and it is evident that thoſe of each perſuaſion, 
do think that the learned men of the other per- 
| ſuaſions, do miſunderſtand the ſcripture. How 
then can I, or ſuch as I, be certain of the 
truth by our own ſearch ? 

Is it not ſtrange, O Lord! that the pro- 
teſtants think, that all the learned catholics, 
preſbyterians, quakers, ſocinians, &c. do miſ- 
interpret the ſcriptures; and that yet they 
never fear, that they themſelves fall into 
the ſame fault! Certainly it were very un- 
charitable, to think that ſo many learned 
catholics, who have written ſo many large 
volumes, to explain that ſacred book, have 
never ſearched the ſcriptures. It muſt be ac- 
knowledged alſo, that many quakers, preſby- 
terians, ſocinians, &c. have ſearched them. 
The proteftants believe that all thoſe have taken 
them in a wrong ſenſe. Upon what ground 
then can I promiſe to myſelt, that I ſhall not 
miſtake them in my private fearch ? I have 
much leſs learning than they had; I have not 

time to take ſuch pains as they took. Muſt 
not I then confeſs before thee, that my private 
| Jearch may deceive me, as well as theirs has 
deceived them ? 

How comes it, O Lord! ! that men do not 
tremble when they preſume, by their own pri- 
vate ſearches, to dive into that which thy holy 
ſpirit has writ, in theſe ſacred ſcriptures ; ſee- 
ing St. Peter ſays, that the unlearn'd and unſta- 
ble do wreſt them ta their own dęſtruction. (4 Pet, 
- Ul 16.) | 
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If they ſay, that, at leaſt, the learned need 
not fear to ſearch the ſcriptures; ſeeing thy 
_ apoſtle ſays, that thoſe are unlearned who wre/? 
them: then certainly thoſe who are not learned 
cannot venture their ſalvation upon their own 
earch, leſt it ſhould end in their own deftruc- 
tion. Conſequently this way of the proteſtants, 
| being as St. Peter ſays, ſo dangerous for the 
aeftruftion of the unlearned, is not fit for all 
capacities; and therefore is not the way of 
—_— „ 1 
If it be replied, that thoſe who vre/t the 
feriptures, do wreſt them more by their own 
corruption, and their paſſions which agitate 
them, and render them unſtable, than by their 
want of learning; I willingly grant it is ſo, 
But then, O my God! does not this render 
private ſearches of thy holy ſcriptures, dan- 
gerous for the deſtruction of the learned and 
unlearn d? For who can glory that he has a pure 
heart ? Have not the learned ordinarily the 
ſtronger paſſions, becauſe knowledge puffeth up? 
Alas, O Lord | we ſee it but too much every 
day, as well as in former times. Few but 
men of learning have wrefted the ſcriptures to 
broach new hereſies. What learned man ought 
not to tremble, in remembring Origen, Tertul- 
lian, Arius, Pelagius, Celeſtius, &c. 
Again, if corruption and paſſion make men 
 wwre/t the ſcriptures, then a man muſt be free 
from theſe ; that is, he muſt be holy, before he 
ſearch the ſcriptures. Now a man cannot be 
holy, but by believing and practiſing the means 
of ſalvation, which thou, O divine * 
| a 


r — — 
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haſt taught us in the true religion. Therefore 
ſeeing he muſt be holy before he ſearches the 
ſcriptures, he muſt alſo know the true religion, 
for attaining holineſs, before he begin that 
ſearch. And ſeeing he muſt know thy truths, 
before he ſearch the ſcriptures, it is manifeſt 
that the proteſtants ſearching of the ſcriptures, 

is not the way for all men to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth. | | 


After all, can I pretend to be holy, or free - 


from paſſions ? Alas, my God! thou ſeeſt | 


much wickedneſs in me. If then my wicked- 
neſs can make me wreſ? the ſcriptures to my own 
defiruttion ; to be ſure the ſearching of them 
is not for me. And it being certain, that no 
man ought to pretend, that he himſelf is holy; 
tis alſo certain, that no man ought to attempt 
that ſearch. 

If this private ſearch of the ſcriptures, were 
the way by which thou 201% have all men to 


come unto the truth; what ſhould become of 


poor ſinners ! they not being holy dare not ha- 
zard to ſearch them. And yet, O merciful 
ſaviour ! thou didſt not come to call the juſt, but 


finners. Thou did/t come to ſeek, and ſave thoſe 
who are loſt. 


What ſhall become of thoſe who cannot 
read, who are blind, who are fo dull that they 
can ſcarce underſtand any thing that is ſpiri- 
tual? Certainly none of thoſe is capable of 
ſearching the ſcriptures: And they ſhould be 
mad, if any of them ſhould venture their ſal- 
vation upon their own interpretation. There- 


fore this private ſearch has not the mark of the | 
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way of truth ; which is to be a way, by which 
all men can certainly come to the knowledge 


of the truth. - 7 | | 
Mean time, ſeeing that private ſearch, which 


wants this mark of the way of truth, is the |} 


way by which proteſtants teach one to come 
unto the truth; the. proteſtant way is a wrong 
way, and not the way of truth : And there- 
fore, as I ſaid of the quakers, it follows like- 
wiſe that the proteſtant religion is not the true 
religion; becauſe the true religion muſt neceſ- 
farily teach the right way to come unto the 
truth. All the other religions, as preſbytery, 
ſocinianiſm, &c. which have begun to appear, 
either in this or the laſt age, do teach no other 
way to the truth, but what either falls in with 
the quaker-way, or the proteſtant-way : and 
therefore, in fine, I muſt conclude, from what 
is ſaid, that all theſe are falſe ways unto falſe 
religions; becauſe all of them want that ne- 
ceſlary mark of the way of truth -  _ 
What ſhall I ſay now, O Lord |! if as yet 
there be any thing more to be ſaid for this pro- 
teſtant way, help me to examine it. Can it 
be ſaid, that learned and holy perſons may 
ſearch the ſcriptures ; and that the reſt muſt 
come to the truth by believing thoſe that are 
learned? I ſee indeed that this is a good way 
to edify and improve thoſe, who already be- 
lieve the true religion; but it cannot be the 
way, which brings all men to the true religion ; 

and it is only this way that I am ſeeking. 
Firſt this will not be ſufficient for us that 
are unlearned ; for ſeeing the reaſon for which 

5 they 
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they ſay, we muſt ſearch the ſcriptures, is, be- 
cauſe all men learned or unlearned are fallible, 
and can deceive or be deceived; what do! 
know but the learned men, whom I hear ex- 

plaining the ſcriptures, are deceived themſelves, 
or have a mind to deceive me? Could I ven- 
ture my ſal vation upon their ſkill, honeſty, or 
piety? And further, ſeeing there are learned 
and pious men among the proteſtants, preſpy- 
terians, ſocinians, &c. ho can I know which of 
them all to hear, and which of them to reject? 

But 2dly, if the learned as well as the un- 
learned are fallible, and can deceive or be de- 
ceived; how are thoſe learned men ſure, that 
they are not deceiving themſelves, and that 
they are not miſtaken? They think that others 
| no leſs learned, are in errors. By what means 
| can they aſſure themſelves, that they themſelves 


are not in the like miſtakes? The proteſtants 
have no promiſe of infallibilty, more than the 
ſocinians. And ſo I may ſay of all the reſt of 
t the pretended reformed religions. They all own 
L to be ſubje& to fallibility, and they all muſt 
t BY fhare in it equally: as indeed it is che ſole 
foundation of all reformations. 


4 Thus then, O my God ! thou ſeeſt chat my 
e 
J 


mind is a ſecond Gal convinced: clearly, that 
this ſearch of ſcriptures. is a way, neither ſuf- 

: ficient to aſſure · the truth to the om nor to 

e the unlearned. Therefore 1 conclude again, 
that this is not the way to thy truth 

May che way to thy truth, O Lord! be 

it known unto all ; and may all, n the 

Wan live according to it. | 


1 S8cT, 
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FE RE I wel _ to what) 1 baveidazh 
before thee, O God! chat if this pro- 
—_— were thy way, weſhould be in a 


ſtrange condition; and in a ſtate eee 


to what we muſt expats from that goodneſs of 
thine, by which thou haſt ſo. loved the world, 


that thou baſt given us thy only ſan to redeem it | 


from errors, vices, and damnation. For it 


being certain that by this private ſearch of 


ſcriptures, no man, learned or unlearned, can 


be ſure of thy truth. If this werecthy-way, it 
would follow, that any man that had taken the 
way appointed by thee, to lead him to the 


true religion, and to the means of ſalvation, 
would yet be all his life, and even unto his; 
death, in ſuch uncertainty, that he could not 
know what to believe, or what to reject: what 
to approve, or what to condemn;; what to 
do, or what to leave undone, &c. If he thinks 
to adore thee, O Jeſus ] and to believe that 
thou art really preſent in the euchariſt, the 
preſbyterians ande other proteſtants tell him, he 
will commit idelatry- If he: thinks not to do 
it, the catholics accuſe him of impiety. If he 
thinks to receive all the books which catho- 


lies call ſcripture, the proteſtants threaten him 
as coming under that curſe, which is pronounecd 


againſt thoſe: who add to thy words. If he re- 


jects thoſe books, the catholics aſſure him, that 
he N thy words; and NO no leſs come. 


under 


1 —— 
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under the curſe of being taken out of the bock | | 


of life, for diminiſhing them. Shall he confeſs 


his fins to à paſtor? Or ſhall he refuſe to do 


it? Shall he pray for the dead; or neglect that 
which ſeems a charitable duty ? Shall he deſire 
the prayers of the ſaints, or be indifferent about 


them, or undervalue them? He knows not 
what to do; becauſe he knows not in which 


of theſe things, he ſhall: pleaſe or offend thee. 
Moreover, he knows not if he ſhall join 
himſelf to the catholics, or to the proteſtants, 


or to the ſocinians, or to the anabaptiſts. He 
knows he ought to aſſociate himſelf to thoſe 


who believe the truth : But he knows not wo 


are they that believe it. He ſtands therefore 


in ſuſpence, not knowing to what hand to turn 


He may | eaſily reflect, that he is bound to 


give no bad example; and never to lay the 


ſtumbling block of error before his neighbour : 
but for ought he knows, he may commit this 


crime” of ſcandal, by going to the catholic - 


maſs, or to the preſbyterian preaching, or to 


the proteſtant's ſervice, or to the quaker's 
meeting. And ſeeing he ought not to do that 
which, for ought he knows, will be a ſtum- 
bling block for the ruin of his neighbours 


ſoul; and his own : therefore he muſt reſolve to 
go no where; to do nothing whereby he can 


be thought to profeſs any religion; and toſhew r 


no mark of believing any at all. For the ſame 


reaſon he ought never to adviſe his children, his 


wife, his friends, nor any body elſe to profeſs 
E | 
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O gracious God! how far is it from thy 
merciful providence, to have left us in ſuch 
_ uncertainty, ſuſpence and confuſion! Far is 
this way of darkneſs from thy way, that brings 
men to the light of thy truth - _ 


© Thoſe who do not know, or who do not con- 
ſider the proteſtant principles, may think that I 
do them wrong, in repreſenting their way as 
leaving men in ſuch uncertainty. But O 
Lord] thou knoweſt, that I ſee no poſſibility 
of coming out of uncertainty, by their way of 
private ſearches, If notwithſtanding of this, 
there are many knowing proteſtants who be- 
lieve their religion, and determine themſelves 
| without heſitation; certainly they do it with- 
cout reflection. The ſecret and ſilent force of 
example, of education, and of other preven- 
tions; with the imperceptible inchantments of 
worldly things, does certainly hinder them from 
remarking the reaſons they have to doubt of 
all they believe. e 

I muſt further declare, becauſe I ſee ground 
for it, that I am very apprehenſive, that the 
uncertainty of this way of private ſearch taught 
by them, is at leaſt a part of the cauſe, why 
ſo many of them, ſo excellent wits, ſo re- 
markable for learning, are at this time become 
deiſts, latitudinarians, bourignoniſts, or worſe. 
The uncertainty of their way, when they re- 
flect on it, leaves them undetermined : and they 
being ſo accuſtomed to depend upon their own 
private judgment, this ſecret pride which thus 
ſelf-eſteem nouriſheth, expoſes them to ſuch 
e | ; Errors 
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errors as flatter moſt their particular paſſions, 

b or inclinations: 1 £0064 3! T3 4 FAS 

| Grant us, O Lord ! that firmneſs and con- 
ſtancy of faith, which thou requireſt; and that 
living and dying therein, we may not be car- 

ried about with every wind of doctrine. 


0 
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Danger of believing chriſtianity only in general, 


o—— E of thoſe who are for the private 
ſearching of the ſcriptures, do maintain 
8 that it is enough, to believe chriſtianity only in 
j- general, without taking the pains to examine 
the differences, that are among its ſeveral ſects. 
But O Lord! thou knoweſt that this does not 
of 

m 


ſatisfy my conſcience. I have conſidered al- 
ready (Sed. 1. & 2.) in thy fight, a part of 
of the many reaſons I have againſt that broad 


d Moreover, what do they mean by chriſtia- 
ne MW nity in general? Surely they cannot mean that 
ht which I mean; becauſe I am already ſettled in 
by the belief of thy divinity, my dear Lord Je- 
e- ſus ! of the whole ſacred ſcripture, and of ſe- 
ne  veral other points. My heart is ſettled in theſe, 
ſe. I know not how ; only I know that it is not 
re- that private examination of the ſcriptures, that 
ey has given me this faith: and I am hopeful, 


n that when I ſhall fee fully, as I begin to do, 
his i the true way to thy truth, I ſhall ſee good 
uch grounds for all I believe. But as for thoſe 
ro who will follow this way of private ſeareh, 
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they by chriſtianity in general, muſt neceſſa - 
rily mean no other thing, but that in which 
all profeſſions of chriſtianity do agree; becauſe 
however they might be ſure of that, their 
principle of ſearching. ſtill leaves them UNCer- 
tain as to other points. 
Now ſeeing there are profeſſors of . | 
nity, whoſe opinions I tremble to relate before 
| thee, O Jeſus ! who deny that thou art God, 
who deny thy incaryation, the redemption of 

the world by thee; original ſin, the eternity 
of damnation, baptiſm and all the ſacraments, 
the office of paſtors, and all church govern- 
ment, the obſerving of any regular times as 
well as forms of prayer, and ſeveral other 
things which ſeem very important: Seeing I . 
_ may, there are profeſſors of chriſtianity; to wit, 
the quakers, ſocinians, &c. who deny all theſe 
points; this chriſtianity in general, which they 
would have me to be content with, muſt not 
believe any of the foreſaid points. Is it not 


= horrible to live and die without the faith of 


' theſe ſacred verities? Dear Lord] keep me 
from ſuch a falſe chriſtianity. ;:Pity the blaſ- 
phemy of thoſe who ſatisfy themſelves with it; 
-and forgive them becauſe they know not what thy 
are doing. 

| I know indeed that many of thoſe, who are 
for chriſtianity in general, do not always re- 
ject the belief of theſe points; and that they 
even call ſome of mens eflential and funda- 
mental : but as there are ſome who do reject 
them, I do not ſee that thoſe who are for pri- 
vate ſearching of me ſcriptures, can oblige 


a 
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any perſon, to believe any of theſe points, For 


if the private ſearchers ſay, that they believe 


ſuch points, becauſe they have ſearched the 


. ſcriptures, and found them there; the quakers, 


ſocinians, and others will reply, that they have 


alſo ſearched the ſcriptures, and have not ſound 


them there. If the ſearchers believe theſe 
ints on account that generally the chriſtians: 


do believe them; it can be eaſily replied, that 


there are numbers of chriſtians, that do not 


believe them; and that therefore if regard be 


had to the general conſent of chriſtians, no- 
thing muſt be owned but that in which all 
— agree, and not that t which ſome | pro 
feſs and others deny. 

If it ſhould be urther urged, that theſe are 


; only new ſects, that deny thoſe fundamental 


points, whereas all the ancient chriſtians do 


believe them; this will infer more than thoſe. 


who are for private ſearches can own: for if 
a man be bound to believe that in which all the 
ancient churches do agree; then the reforma- 


tion made by Luther and others, muſt be con- 
demned]; it being undeniable that before Lu- 


ther, all the chriſtian. churches believed points 


contrary. to his doctrine; / otherwiſe he had 


joined himſelf to ſome church that was before, . 
and would not have ſet up a ſort of a new 
church, which had no union with any ancient 
church on earth at that time. 
Thus, O Lord! it appears to me as a cer- 
8 W that if I were to hold chriſtiani 

| „I muſt either reject all the fore- 


fad points, Which quakers and ſocinians deny 
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or elſe I muſt believe not only thoſe. points, but 


alſo theſe doctrines which catholics believe and 
maintain, againſt all the reformed. churches, 
And conſequently I could have no , uſe for a 
private ſearch of the ſcriptures; becauſe if 
the general agreement of chriſtians teach what 
I am. to believe, then the way of truth being 


only to ſee what they agree in, I need not trou- 
ble myſelf about any other wax. 


Teach us, O Lord! the true way, and grant, 
that by that way, we may come unto thy 
truth. q Won 12-35 RES 15 1 6 
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Contrariety of the practice of proteſtants, to their 


own way of ſearching the ſcriptures. 


| obſerve that there is nothing 
in which chriſtians are more generally 
agreed, than in coming to the truth, (or at 


leaſt, to their ſeveral perſuaſions, for all cannot 


be truth) without ſearching the ſcriptures; be- 


cCauſe all generally receive what they think truth, 


for no other reaſon, but becauſe they are taught 
ſo by the perſons who educate them. I may take 
thee, O Lord I to be witneſs to what I am 
faying, ſeeing my own conſcience and unde- 
niable experience of others, do leave me no 
doubt of it. | | 


N 


The way to truth, according to proteſtants, 


is to ſearch the ſeriptures. In conſequence of 
this principle, all young ones, who are to learn 


the 
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the trutk, ſhould be ſent to the ſcriptures, and 
required to ſearch them. Mean time, none of 
us, who having been brought up proteſtants, 
were educated that way. Inſtead of the ſcrip- 
tures we got the catechiſm in our hands; and 
we were told that this catechiſm contained the 
chriſtian doctrine. We took this upon the 
word and authority of 'our teachers, without 
any further ſearch. And they told us, that all 
this is truth, with as much confidence, as if 
they had been members of a church, that pre- 
tends to infallibility; and we embraced all 
with as much ſubmiſſion to them, as if they 
had been infallible. Is it not ſtrange, O Lord! 
that proteſtants ſhould find themfelves forced 
to contradi& their own principle, when they 
ought to put it in practice! If the way to find 
the truth, be ta ſearch the ſcriptures; how 
comes it that being to bring young ones to the 
truth, they never put them upon that way? 
How can they hold up their faces before thee, 
when rejecting the authority of the church, for 
to ſearch the ſcriptures, they yet make us be- 
lieve the proteſtant doctrine upon their autho- 
rity, without our ſearching the ſcriptures? Is 
it not very ſtrange, that proteſtants ſhould ſo uni- 
verſally contradict themſelves ? Is it not abſo- 
lutely ſurpriſing, that they themſelves never re- 
flect upon this contradiction, ſo palpable and 
fo univerſal? Generally all of them believe, 
that their religion is true, and that the athers 
are falſe, . before they ever ſearch, or even read 
the ſcriptures ; and they believe this upon the 
authority of their teachers : yet one of the very 
WY  - „„ points, 
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points, which they believe upon this authority, 
is to reject all authority; except only that, in 
the ſearching of the ſcripturee. 
When I reflect upon this in thy ſight, O 
Lord! I cannot but admire, that reaſonable 
men: ſhould ſo univerſally and ſo notoriouſly 
follow what they condemn ; and condemn 
What they follow, and all the while never re- 
flect on what they are doing! Why did not I 
myſelf reaſon with myſelf thus? If I-muſt be- 
lieve nothing but what I find in ſcriptures, WW 
then ſurely I muſt not believe thoſe teachers 
and their catechiſm, till I ſearch the ſcriptures. 
If all men and all churches be fallible, why 
ſhall I tie myfelf to theſe men, who, declaring 
that they are fallible, may certainly lead me 
wrong ? How ſhall I determine myſelf to be- 


live them, when I fee fo evidently that they 


may lead me into error ? And even after I ſh 

have ſearched the ſcriptures, how ſhall I know, 
that I myſelf do not miſunderſtand them, as 
many others do; ſeeing it is evident to myſelf, 
that am fallible, and may miſunderſtand them? 
If no authority can make me ſure of the truth, 
why ſhould I believe theſe men upon their 
word? And ſeeing all men are fallible, why 
ſhall I believe and rely upon my own judg- 
ment, in any ſearch of the ſcriptures ?” 

O my God! thou knoweſt well, that for 
many years I never made any of theſe refleCti- 
ons; and had no ſcruple to live in a plain op- 
poſition to my own belief! Alas, how many 


are there, that paſs all their life in ſo unrea- 


ſonable a blindneſs ! The leaſt glimpſe of _ 
5 „ on 
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ſon might have made me ſee, that this is un- 
reuſonable: but though in other things I con- 
ducted myſelf by reaſon; in this important af- 
fair, I acted as unreaſonably, as if I had not 
had a ſoul. What was the reaſon of ſo unrea- 
ſonable a conduct? Certainly nothing elſe, but 
the little regard I had to things that are ſpiri- 
tual. | In temporal affairs I was timorous, and 
ſought to follow ſure rules; becauſe I had live- 
ly apprehenſions of temporal dangers; But in 
ſpiritual matters IJ was bold and temerarious ; . 
becauſe I had but weak fears of eternal dama- 
ges. Lord! give others, as thou haſt given 
me, .an earneſt defire to -provide for -eternity, , 
by poſſeſſing thy truth in time. 
It may perchance be ſaid, that young ones 
among proteſtants do believe their religion to ⁶ü 
be true, not for the authority, or upon the Jl 
word of their teachers; but becauſe they be- 
lieve that their teachers have ſearched the ſcrip- 
tures,” and found the proteſtant doctrine: in 
them. But ſtill theſe young ones, as alſo al! 
illiterate people, and thoſe who have but we Jl 
judgments, do believe all this, becauſe it is JM 
taught them: and ſo this is ſtill, but believing | 
upon authority. Have not the catholics the 
ſame opinion of their own teachers, and of : Jl 
their doctrine ? This therefore is no other | 
thing, but the catholic way; which is owned 

and practiſed by catholics 3 and which is con- 
- demned, and yet followed by proteſtants. * 
And then, though theſe young and weak : ji 
people do believe, that their teachers are tell- 
ing them nothing but the truth, and what is Jl 
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in the ſcriptures; yet many times, when they 
come to riper years, they find it otherwiſe, 
' Many times he that was educated proteſtant 
when he was young, does, after a ſearch of 
ſcripture when he has more years, reſolve to 
turn quaker, preſbyterian, &c. which ſhews, 
that whatever ſearch the teachers may have 
made, it will not be ſufficient for thoſe who 
follow them... 1 lun nl „ 
May we be taught by thee, O Lord! and 
may we follow that rule which thou haſt or- 


dained to bring us to the truth. e 
. 


Infincerity of the pretence to follow the ſole 


written word. 8 


| * x 
1 47 I cannot but declare before thee, 
8 E my God ! who knoweſt all things, 
that there is no ſincerity in the pretence of 
proteſtants, when they ſay, that they believe 
nothing but thy word; and that catholics be- 
WI lieve the words of men, in believing the church. 
The truth is, proteſtants have no advantage 
above them in this matter. For all proteſtants 
who are young, and moſt of thoſe who have 
greater age, do believe the bible as their teach- 
| ers explain it unto them: and catholics, young 
or old, de the fame. The proteſtants do not 
believe any book of ſcripture, which catholics 
do not believe likewiſe : and both of them take 


* 
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its explication upon the authority of their 
teachers Ms br; e 
But that I may ſee wherein they differ, I 
muſt conſider that there are two things in the 
ſcripture, to wit, the words of it, and'the ſenſe 
or meaning thereof. As to the words or let- 
ter of the ſcripture, the catholics receive and 


believe, as I ſaid, all that is contained in theſe 


books, which the proteſtants receive: ſo that 
taking the ſcripture as to its letter or words, 


the proteſtants have no advantage above them. 


Vet there are differences even as to this. The 
catholics ſay, they believe ſome books of the 


ſcripture, which proteſtants reject as apocry- 


phal. Again, the proteſtants do not ſeem to 


treat with ſuitable reverence, the books which 
they receive as ſcripture; becauſe they not 


owning any ſufficient ground, upon which th 


| cy 
are to be received, do therefore make way for 


libertines to deny them all. For the prot 


ſay, that nothing is to be believed, but what is f 


written in the ſcriptures: and conſequently 
ſeeing there is no place of ſcripture, that de- 
clares what books are ſcripture, libertines may 


infer that, according to the proteſtant princi- 


ple, none is bound to believe, that ſuch books 
are truly written by divine inſpiration. If pro- 
teſtants ſay, that they receive ſuch books as 
the word of God, upon the teſtimony of the 


church; the libertines will tell them, that the 


teſtimony of the church can make nothing ſure 


according to them; becauſe they maintain, 


that all churches are fallible, and may lead into 


error. And ſeeing the church of England, yr 


˖ 


i 
e 
. 
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moſt moderate of all the proteſtant churches 
makes no difficulty to preach to her people, in 
the ſermon againſt peril of idolatry, which I quo- 
ted above, that all ages and degrees of men, wo- 
nen, and children of whole chriſtendom, were © 
drowned in moſt deteſtable and moſt damnable ido- 
latry, for 800 years and more, before the refor- 
mation; the whole chriſtian church muſt have 
been a very infamous and unworthy witneſs in 
the eyes of Luther, of Calvin, and of the firſt 
proteſtants in England, when it told them that 
ſuch books were ſcripture ; and the preſent 
proteſtants cannot lay any ſtreſs upon its teſti- 
mony. In fine, if the proteſtants will own, . 
that they receive theſe books, becauſe of a cer- 
tain majeſty in the ſtile, not only libertines,. 
but all men muſt admire, that they will make 
the authority of ſacred writings depend upon 
ſo weak and ſo uncertain a grund. For cer- 
tainly, if we look to the ſtile or- expreſſions, 
the book of dom, which proteſtants reject, . 
has incomparably greater marks of majeſty and 
divinity, than; the book of Eber, in which, 
as it is in their bible, the name of God is not 
once mentioned.' However, this leaves all to the - 
judgment of every perſon: ſo that thoſe who 
mall deny, as the libertines do, that they diſ- 
cover ſuch majeſty in any of theſe books, may 
at this rate frankly reject them all. 
On the other hand, the catholics give the 
fame ground for their believing fuch books to 
be ſcripture, which they give for all other 
things; that isg the teſtimony of the church, 
which the ſcripture commands them to _ 
Þ | under 
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under pain of being reputed as heathens and pub- 


licans. Is it not ſtrange, O Lord! that not- | 
withſtanding all this, the proteſtants will yet 


pretend, that they have advantage above the 
catholics, in believing the ſeripture :? 


I come. to the other thing, now to be con- 


ſidered in the ſcriptures ; that is, the ſenſe or 
meaning of, them, It is certain that the true 


meaning is thy word, O Lord! it is no leſs. 
certain, that a falſe meaning is not thy word, 
but the word and invention of men. If the 


ſenſe in which proteſtants take the ſcripture, be 
certainly the true meaning of it, they do cer- 


tainly believe thy word ; and catholics who give 
it a contrary ſenſe, do believe the word and 
inventions of men, inſtead of thy word.. And 
likewiſe if the ſenſe in-which catholics take the 
ſcripture, be certainly the true meaning of it, 
they do certainly believe thy word; and pro- 
teſtants believe nothing but the inventions of ³ä 
men, which they miſtake for thy word. - Ji 

Now as to the ſenſe or meaning, the gene- i 


rality of proteſtants and all catholics, do receive 


it by the ſame way; that is, by the inſtruc- 
tion, preaching, and explication given them 


by paſtors and teachers; but there is this dif- 


terence : the catholics receive the ſenſe of ſcrip- 
ture, from the paſtors of that church, which 


they believe to be ſecured from errors, by thy 
promiſes, which can never fail; and this ſettles 


them in a firm belief of what they are taught. 
On the contrary, the proteſtants receiving the * | 
meaning of ſcriptures, from their own | teach- 


ers, do. nevertheleſs believe, that the 1 


40. Inſincerity of the Pretence, &c. 
of theſe teachers cannot abſolutely preſerve 
them from errors: ſo that they are not ſure, 
that they have the true meaning of the ſcrip- 
tures; and therefore they are not ſure, that it 
is thy word which they believe. Again, there 
may be ſome few proteſtants, who at | ſome 
time of their life, reſolving not to follow the 
; catholic way of ſubmitting to paſtors, do be- 
gin to ſearch the ſcriptures, by their own pri- 
vate diligence : and theſe perſons do not take 
the meaning of the ſcriptures, only upon the 
word of their teachers. They ſearch them, 
-they conſider them, they compare one place 
with another, they pray for help, &c. and then 
they determine their judgment, to take the 
words in that ſenſe, which ſeems beſt unto 
them. On the contrary, no catholic at any 
time will depend upon his own judgment; but 
every one of them is at all times, entirely ſub- 
ject to the inſtruction which he receives from 
the paſtors of the church. Theſe proteſtants 
take the meaning of the ſcriptures upon their 
own judgment, and at the ſame time they be- 
lieve their own judgment may deceive them ; 
becauſe they believe, that all men are deſtitute 
of any promife, to ſecure any number of them 
from falling into errors. Thus, for ought they 
know, it is not the true meaning of ſcripture ; 
that is, it is not thy 4word which they believe; 
and it may be nothing but the inventions of 
men: whereas the catholics are fully con- 
vinced, that thou preſerveſt the church from 
errors; and therefore they aſſure themſelves, 
that they believe nothing but thy word, 7 | 
EEC | 3 
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thy ſaving truth; and this makes their faith 
renne non W er eee 

I I know: ſome proteſtants will alledge, that 
the ſcripture is plain and clear. But I cannot 
think that any man out of the heat of diſ- 
pute, and in calm blood, can ſeriouſly believe 
it. If the ſcriptures were ſo clear, why is there 
any further debate among chriſtians, who do 
believe the ſcriptures? Are not all their con- 
troverſies ſo my evident proofs, that the 
ſcripture is not clear; and that on the con- 
trary, it is capable of being underſtood, in 
ſenſes directly oppoſite one to another? But 
nothing ſhews this more evidently, than the 
contrary ſenſe given to the ſcriptures, by the 
firſt reformers themſelves. Leaving other paſ- 
ſages I ſhall conſider only theſe words; this it 
my body. Calvin ſays, that the meaning is a 
figurative preſence by way of faith, &c. and 
according to him, thy meaning, O my Sa- 
viour ! is, that thy body is really and ſubſtan- 
tially abſent from the bread. Luther again ſays, 
that thy meaning is, that thy bleſſed body is re- 
ally and ſubſtantially preſent with the bread. 
Both of them not only ſearched the ſcriptures; 
but, according to proteſtants, had a ſpecial af- 
ſiſtance from thee ; being raiſed up in an ex- 
traordinary manner, to reform the chriſtian 
church from ſuperſtition, idolatry, &c. yet they 
take theſe thy words, which are four times re- 
peated in ſcripture, and which ſeem ſo plain, 
in quite contradictory. ſenſes, But which is 
more, Luther — as I am informed, that 
he would have gladly denied thy . «2 
| e 
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the holy ſacrament, becauſe that would have 
very much diſpleaſed the pope z but that thy 
words were: ſo clear, as he ſays; that he could 
not give them another ſenſe; how much ſo- 
ever he deſired it. On the other ſide, Calvin 
is of the quite contrary opinion. O my Lord! 
Bow can the followers of theſe two reformers, 
have: confidence to this very day, to pretend 
that the ſcriptures are clear; when they know, 
that, what appeared certain to the one, ap- 
peared ſo evidently falſe to the other; that not- 
withſtanding: all the inclinations Luther had to 
believe a real abſence, the words forced him to. 
believe a real and ſubſtantial preſence: . 
By all this it appears evident, that the pro- | 
teſtants cannot reaſonably: pretend, that they 
believe the ſcriptures more than the catholics do. 
The proteſtants take the ſenſe of the ſcriptures, 
from the inſtruction of their paſtors for the moſt 
part, as well as catholics do; and only ſome 
few are ſo confident as to explain them by their 
.own judgment. To ſpeak fincerely then, it 
-ought to be ſaid, that proteſtants believe the 
ſcriptures as explained by their paſtors, or by 
their own judgments; both which they believe 
do be fallible, and capable to deceive them, or 
lead them into errors; and that catholics believe 
the ſame ſcriptures as explained to them by the 
church, which they believe infallible, and in- 
capable to deceive them, or to lead them into 
errors; becauſe it is the pillar and ground of 
truth. In conſequence of this, the catholics 
are fully aſſured, has the meaning and ſenſe of 
the holy ſeripture, which. they receive from the 
5 ap 1 church, 
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proteſtants how ſoon they reflect upon the fal- 


libility, of their own paſtors, and of their own. 
judgments, have juſt ground: to doubt ef all 
they believe. Seeing the true fenſe of the ſcrip- 
ture, is only properly 0 be called thy word; 
the prateſtants have no reaſon to glory, that 
they believe it more than the catholics, becauſe. 
_ their own principle ef fallibility leaves them 
uncertain, whether it be the true ſenſe of ſcrip- | 


ture that they believe, or the invention of men: 
I will endeavour to make this more manifeſt 


word, they are ſure, and may glory, that they 


believe thy word; but if they are not ſure f 
that, then for ought they: an Fo they may de 
believing the inventions of men inſtead of thy 


word. Now it is evident, that ſeeing they 


themſelves do believe and profeſs, that all men 
and all churches may be deceived, and yet re- 
ceive their doctrine upon the word of their 
teachers, or upon their own judgment; then 


manifeſtly they receive their doctrine by ſuch. 


means as may deceive them. And: conſe- 
quently, inſtead of glorying that they believe 


thy word more than the catholics do, they 


_ * ſhould humble themſelves according to — ä 
truth; and confeſs, that ſeeing the means, 4 
wich they believe their dofrihe to. be % 1 

| ward, >: 8 


* is thy divine word, O Lord f and he 


as yet. The meaning of the ſcripture, that is, i 
the truths which thou haſt written there, are 
properly thy word. If then the proteſtants un- 
derſtand the ſcripture. aright, their meaning or 
ſenſe of it, that is, their doctrine is thy word 3 
and if they be: ſure that their doctrine is thy 
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44 Anſincerityof the Pretence, &. 
word, is ſuch as may poſlibly deceive them; 
they are not ſure, that in believing that doc- 
trine, they believe thy word; but may poſſibly 
be believing nothing but the inventions of men. 
Thus then if one of the truths of thy word be, 
that this is thy body which we receive in the holy 
communion, as the catholics ſay; then that 
| -which the proteſtants ſay contrary to this, is 
not thy word, but an invention of Zuinglius, 
Calvin, and others: fo I may ſay of all other 
points. As therefore nothing but fallible paſ- 
tors of the proteſtant churches, or the fallible 
Judgment of the people, declare to proteſtants 
chat the points of their doctrine are the truths 
of thy word; it is undeniably: evident, that 
they can be but fallibly aſſured of it; and that 
they ought to own, that they are not ſure that 
it is ſo; and that poſſibly it may be quite other⸗- 
„ 
Thus in fine, whenever proteſtants reflect 
upon their way, by which they pretend to come 
unto the truth; or upon their principle of the 
fadibility and deceivableneſs of all churches and 
of all men; or upon their practice of depend- 
ing upon the inſtruction of their own fallible 
church, and upon their own fallible judgment, 
they neceſſarily find themſelves left in darkneſs 
and uncertainty, and incapable of being fully 
ſettled in the belief of any thing they profeſs: 
| --orelſe they muſt confeſs that they are ſettled 
. - unreaſonably and without any ſufficient ground. 
Hence it follows, that there is no ground to 
believe what the church of England ſays, that 
whole chriſtendom was drowned in idalatry for 
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goo years and more, &c. Nor that thou, O0 
Lord I didſt raiſe up Luther and the reſt, to 
reform the chriſtian church, by their own pri- 
rible and dreadful to think, as that 55 ngliſb. 
church confeſleth in the forecited homily; and 
ſtands in need of much better grounds, than 
the teſtimony of ſo fallible and deceivable wit- 
neſſes, as they acknowledge themſelves to be, 
before I could venture my ſalvation upon it, or 
make ſo harſh a aer of all men, women, 
and children, of whole. chriſtendom, for near 6 
thouſand .. id. e er | 
Thoſe who do not know it, may have dif- WM 
ficulty to believe, that the church of England £1 Il 


A 


preaches ſuch a doctrine as this. I ſhould nat 


have eaſily believed it myſelf; having thought 
that that church had been ſingular in her mo- 
deration. But, O Lord! thou knoweſt that I 
have read what I quote, and much more in a 


book made by a proteſtant, under the title ß Mi 


The Life of Julian the apgſtate, printed at Len- 
don, 1682. This proteſtant makes a compa- 
riſon of popery and pagani/m, and in chap. x. 


pag. 103. he aſſerts that it is the public and pro- 


felled doctrine of the church of England, that 
the papi/ts worſhip a vaſt number of falſe gods. 
To prove this, he quotes large ges of the 
homilies of that church, in which thou knoweſt 
that there are things more harſh than what! 
have quoted; and ſome ſo indecent, that I durſt 
not preſume to rehearſe them before thee, tho 

that church is ſo bold as to preach them to her 
people. But thanks to thee, who haſt let 598 3 
NS | Se, | 
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| The, that I need not be afrighted at theſe hor- 
Tible and dreadful words; becauſe 'thoſe who 
ſpeak them do confeſs that they may be miſ- 
taken: Which 5 — not only to repreſs 
; of believing nothing but thy 

wow ; ; but al bes refuſe to believe their teſti- 
monies when they accuſe whole chriſtendom! ' 
Moereover I ſee, that tho' chey ptstend to be- 
| keve nothing but ſeripture, yet not only they 


_ Ufe uncertain, whether theſe be not the inven- | 


nons of men, which they receive inſtead of thy 
ttuths; but likewiſe they are forced to believe 
| ſeveral points, which ſcripture alone does not 
declare. They believe that the books of Wiſ. 
dom; Ece 


and "therefore they tremble not to reject them, 
as not being thy word. They believe that it is 
baptiſe infants; that chriſtians are not 
obliged to keep Holy the ſeventh day; that 
they are bound to how holy the firſt day of the 


week; that there are only two ſacraments; 


that it is unlawful to pray for the dead, c. 
The ſeripture does not declare any of theſe 
things unto them, and yet they believe them, 
contrary to their own principle, of believing 


1 nothing but what is written in ſeripture. If 
their teachers, by their ſearches, do ED to 


_ find theſe points in ſcripture, it is certainly and 

_ manifeſtly a falſe pretenſion: but However falſe 
it be, they take all upon the word of their 
ee Why will chey not once for all 
open their eyes and their bibles, and ſee how 
much their teachers are, not only capable of 


6 —_ confeſs, eee: 


lefiaſticws,” and others are not ſeripture; 


5 of the. Wie Ne 0 
or ee them, in teaching them We theſe © 
points are to be believed? whilſt their own eyes 
can ſhew them, that theſe are not in ſcripture z 


and common ſenſe makes it evident unto them, 


that they ought not to ſwallow down this un- 
deniable contradiction: rhur nonbing is to be be- 


lieued but what: is enpreſt i rip,; and that 
the forefaid points 1 to be beligoed; the" they art 
not expreft in ſcripture; And in ſine, tofeeevis 
dently, that not only. thoy: believe many points 
withdut ſeripture; but that there is ſearce' any. 


point of their profeſſion, that has à viſible ap- 
parent ground in ſcripture” let any man of 8 


dinary judgment only read their ſeripture ca 
techiſm, or that catechiſm which is in their 


confeſſion of faith, and as in thy ſight; O Lord! 


let him only compare the anſwers in thoſe ea 
tochiſms with the texts quoted for them; ah 


then ſee if, before thee, he can ſay, that he 
will take it on his ſalvation,” that thoſe an“ 


ſwers are the plain meaning of thoſè texts 


Thou knoweſt that I have compared ſomeè ot 
them, and admired how reaſonable ſouls cold 


: emmy army ind thereupon, 
O my God! open the eyes of all who own 
the way of ſearching, that they may ſee how 
they contradict themſelves; and that therefore 
thou who art the way, the truth, and the 
canſt not be the author of contradiQtions, nor 
lead men to believe contradictions: and that 
conſequently, thou art neither author of 
8 YOON nor of their dectrine.” Fe ban? wa 
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AFTER all I have ſaid, 1 muß now con- 
| ſider, how much the proteſtants are to be 
blamed, for pretending, that thou, O Lord 
didſt command all men to believe nothing, but 
' what their own private ſearch finds in ſcripture; 


. becauſe thou didſt ſay to the Fews;: ſearch the 


I criptures. What I have ſaid above makes it 
certain, that the proteſtants way: of ſearching, 
is not the way by which thou wilt have us to 
come unto the truth. Beſides it is evident, 
chat here thou ſpeakeſt not to all men; that 


| 7 here thou doſt not forbid- us to ſubmit our 


ſlieearches of the ſcriptures, to the ſearch. made 
by thy church; that here thou doſt not tay, 
that by our own private diligence we can come 
to their meaning; that here in ſine, thou doſt 
not command. us to do what no perſon can do; 
that is, to come to a ſure knowledge by our 
own fallible judgment, which maw»deceive us, 
and therefore ſtill leaye us juſt ground of doubt- 
ing, that we are deceived. This is ſo true, 
that it is not certain to proteftants themſelves, 
that thou giveſt any command at all in this 
place. For in the bibles printed by Henry Hills 
and Jabn Field, in the year 1660, of which 
thou knoweſt 1 have one copy; altho they 
have in the text, ſearch the ſcriptures ; yet upon 
the margin, they ſay, it may be interpreted; 
ye ſearch the cn bat. 3 winch? is no command, 
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Application of 4 wo} to Catholics, 49 
I might reaſon thus concerning this p Tes 
the ſeriptures are able to male the man of God 
perfect, and others which proteſtants 45 5 
wreſt, to prove their way of private ſearching. 


- Catholics. who deny that proteſtant way, yet 
doubt not in the leaſt, that the ſcriptures are 


able to make the man of God perfect, when he 
is a man of God already; by being inſtructed 
in the faith, by the church; and reads them with 
that chriſtian diſpoſition which faith gives. 

O my God! how often do men wre/? the 


ſriptures to their own deſtruttion, W | 


that thou fayeſt i in thy WY what thou taye 
not. 


Grant unto us, O Lord! a full knowledge of. 


= our . and ene to e the fame. . : 
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115 the way taught by catholics. 


} 


 FTER this examination of the ways 


manner. 
They heartily receive chat, which was proved 


before to be the mark of the way of truth ; to 
wit. that it is a way 2 perſons of all 
ES. capa... 2 


I | 5 | DE: As: 


: taught by proteſtants and quakers, which 

comprehend thoſe of all other chriſtians, ex- 
cept catholics; there remains nothing more 

to be examined, but the way aſſerted by theſe 
catholies. Their way is the authority of 


the church, which they repreſent alter this 
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58 Application of the mark to Catbolier. 
capacities can come to a certain knowledge of 
the truth, and by which all can be ſo fixed in 
the truth, that they can venture their ſalvation 
upon it. They ſay that their way has this 
„ anark.. 3 5 
They ſuppoſe, as a principle certain among 
chriſtians, that the way of truth muſt not be 


in an extraordinary manner miraculous, but 


only ordinary and ſeemingly natural, though 
in reality it is ſupernatural. It muſt not be 
miraculous, as it would be if all men were in⸗ 
ſpired by ſenſible inſpirations, as the quakers 
pretend; or if all men were ſo illuminated, 
that notwithſtanding} their ignorance. or inca- 
pacity, they could all interpret the ſcriptures, 
as proteſtants and others maintain; becauſe in 
© theſe caſes every chriſtian would be a miracle 
perpetual, and perpetually viſible : which would 
both make faith, in ſome manner, neceſlary ; 
and not voluntary or capable. of reward; and 

would likewiſe be againſt the deſign which thou 
Haft, O Lord! to hide thy grace under the 
appearance of natural means, in order to keep 
us in the ſtate of faith. This deſign muſt be 


my owned by all chriſtians. For all believe that 


it is grace that makes us do good; and yet we 
ſee that a friend or a preacher ny bring his 
| neighbour to do good, by propoſing reaſons 
and motives, juſt as a heathen or turk would 
"a in perſuading a man to do evil, or natural 
actions. The outward means of propoſing 
_ reaſons and motives, is the ſame in both: but 
the interiour principle, which in the one is 
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| Application of the mark to Catholics. ) 51 ; 
grace, and is nature in the other, muſt be con- 
feſſed to be entirely different. 


The catholics aſſert further, that this way 
of truth muſt be ordinary and natural in ap- 


ce; becauſe ſeeing it muſt not be ex, 


traordinarily miraculous, as is ſaid, it muſt not 


de viſibly ſupernatural; and therefore it muſt 


be viſibly or outwardly natural and ordinary. 


In fine they ſay, it mult be viſibly natural, and 


yet really ſupernatural ; becauſe it muſt teach 


us all the truths and means of ſalvation, which 


thou, O Lord ! haſt diſcovered unto us; which 


certainly is more than nature can do. Beſides 
it muſt be ſuch as can make all perſons ſo ſure 


of the truth, that they can venture their eter- 
nity upon it; which alſo is above the ſuffici- 


ency of any mere natural means. 


They pretend moreover, that no other way 


but the authority of the church, has all theſe KB 
qualities. The other two ways, if they were 


true, would be viſibly miraculous, ſo far as I 
can ſee. This way, they ſay, is viſibly natu- 
ral: for it is by depending upon authority, 


that we naturally acquire all forts of know- _ 
ledges, We. diſcern an authority in parents, 
preceptors, teachers, maſters, c. and there- 


fore by believing them capable of inſtructing 
us, we learn ordinarily theſe knowledpes, arts, 
ſciences, trades, &c. from them, with great 
ſubmiſſion unto them. Every one's experience 
demonſtrates this; and it being ſo connatural 


and altogether wee in theſe caſes to de- 
pend upon authority, 


need not wonder that 
proteſtants do in practice contradict their own, 
3 2 2 5 D 2 1 
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_ Catholics add, that this way of authority is 
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principle of ſearching, as I ſaw they do. Yet 


ſtill I muſt admire that they do not remark, 


cmis contradiction; that they do not diſcern, : 
| that they believe a principle impoſſible to be 


followed; and that they hazard their immortal 

| fate upon it, though living and dying in a 
manifeſt contradiction 3 it. Whence, by 
the by, I muſt remark, that though nothing 


elſe could put proteſtants in danger of damna- 
tion, this is but too much, that in the matter 


of ſalvation, they live and die in contradiction 


to their own way; and that they hazard their 


fouls upon a 47009 oh en to be prac- 


really ſupernatural ; becauſe it is the way 
which thou, O Lord! haſt appointed to bring 
us to the truth. They prove this, becauſe 


this way, and it only, has evidently the fore- 


' faid mark of the way of truth; which I will 
 eonfider hereafter. ' 

- Mean time they pray me to conſider, that 
thou. haft promiſed, -O Lord ! thy holy ſpirit 
unto the church, to abide with it for ever; to 


5 _ it into all nb; that thou haſt aſſured 


its paſtors, that thou thyſelf wilt be with it fo 
the end of the 1world ; that thou haſt told them 


-as a certain truth, that he who heareth them © 


heareth thee,. and that he who-deſp1Jeth them de- 


;/eth thee ; that it is by them thou makeſt 
riſtians ſpeak the truth. in love, or be free 
from errors and ſchiſms; that therefore it is 
by them thou preſerveſt us from being as chil- 
dien 2 to and — with S wind of doc- | 


trine, 
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trins; that thus thou haſt. made the church the 
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pillar and ground of truth, againſt which the 
gates of hell ſhall not prevail ; and that in fine, 
thou haſt given ſuch authority Unto it, that 
thou thyſelf declareſt, that if a man will not 
bear the church, he is to be looked on as a hea- 
| RENE ublican, „5 
ways + me, that if in any controverted 
2 ſcripture be clear, this number of 
— * above, is a clear evidence unto thoſe, 
who own the ſcripture, that thou haſt given ſo 
great promiſes and authority to thy church, 
even to * end of the world; that one muſt 
to be condemned by thee, with hea» 
and publicans if he dares to refuſe to hear it, that 
is, ta ſubmit to its authority. They add, that 
it is for this cauſe, that in the very creed it - 
ſelf, which is the firſt inſtruction of all chriſti- 
ans, and in which ſo few and fo great pointy 
of faith are mentioned, the believing the church 


is joined to the believing in the holy Ghoſts. - | 


who. is to abide with it for ever, 3 4 
No learned man of any ſide, ſay they fur 


ther, will deny that the chriſtian church has * 


at all times, condemned errors and hereſies by 
1 of biſhops, when occaſion offered. 
' Now this perpetual practice ſuppoſes that the 
church had the foreſaid authority. For it 


would have been a very unreaſonable uſurpa» _ * 


tion, if every man's private judgment concern- 
ing the meaning of ſeripture, or every man's 
private inſpiration had been the way to find out- 
the truth: becauſe Arius and others whoſe er- 
dars mere condemned, having manifeſtly fol- 
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54 Application of the mark to Catholics, 
lowed their'own judgments upon ſcripture, they 
| ſhould have been condemned for following the 


way of truth, Neither could ſuch men have 


been reckoned heretics, when they refuſed ob- 
ſtinately, to believe what the councils declared; 
if it had been thought in thoſe days, that the 
church might poſſibly lead a man into error: 
ſeeing it is clear, that it is moſt cruel tyranny, 


to tie a man's conſcience to believe or profeſs, 
wWirhat he is not ſure to be the truth. „ 


In a word, ſay the catholics, it is clear, that 
unleſs the catholic way of authority be allowed, 


the very worſt of errors could never be con- 


demned; except by tyrannizing over men's 
conſciences in a moſt unjuſt, cruel, and impi- 
ous manner. And therefore Luther, by re- 
jecting that way of authority, and by taking 
himſelf to his own private /earch of the ſcrip- 
tures, and to his own private interpretation of 


them, has opened a door to all ſorts of errors; 


- which no proteſtant, nor preſbyterian, nor any 
other who follows him in his way of ſearching, 
can ever be able to ſhut again; unleſs they 


leave their own way, and take the way of au- 
thority. Whence they act tyrannically when 


they pretend to condemn errors, as they did in 
the ſynod of Dort, and as they are at pre- 
ſent doing, by cenſuring and perſecuting the 
Bourignoniſts. . 

For, may not a Bourignoniſt ſay to them, why 
may not I believe contrary to the reformed 
' churches, ſeeing Luther and Calvin took liberty to 
believe contrary to the catholic church? They 
roſe up againſt the doctrine of that church, though 


. 


dat even ſome of the writers of the church of KM 
| „ -D4 D 


churches are fallible. Among you I learned, 


that the only way to find out the truth, is by. 
- ſearching the ſcriptures with all the care I 
can: why then will you have me to ſubmit to 
your authority, and to believe that to be true, 
which is contrary to what I find in my ſearch 


of ſcriptures? Seeing no church, nor no perſon 


is infallible ; that is, ſeeing no church nor per- 


ſon is ſeciired from error, by any divine pro- 


miſe ; then no church nor perſon can affure 


me, that their doctrine is the truth; and every 


church may lead me into error. Is it not 
cruel and impious, to require me to believe 


thoſe who confeſs they are fallible, and may 


lead me into error? I may be as right as you, 

and you may be as wrong as I, for ought you 
can pretend. Wherefore then ſhall I ſubmit 
to you, more than you will ſubmit to me? If Bl 
you ſay, I muſt ſubmit to keep peace, this 


would be only policy, and not religion, Thus 
ſtill I may believe as I pleaſe. 


the contrary of what J believe, then you will 


have me to be a hypocrite and diſſembler, and 


to deny the truth of Chriſt before men; which 


may give me juſt ground to fear, that as ne 
faith, he will deny me before his father. (In 


the mean time I muſt fay it is very ſtrange, 


Application of the mark to Catholics. 5s © 
by that church, they were educated in the 
belief, that all men are bound to ſubmit theis * 
judgments to authority. I have been brought 
up among you, in the belief of denying that 
ſubmiſſion, on account that all men and all 


If nevertheleſs, you will force me to profeſs 1 
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to the ancient way of abſolute dependance up- 
on authority, it is impoſſible to oppoſe any, 
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. 


England, do expreſsly teach this impious difſ- 


mulation as a neceſſary duty.) But ſeeing my 


ſearch of the ſcriptufe ſhews me, that my 


- neighbours are in error, is it not very horrid 


to oblige me to fin againſt charity, in not en- 


deavouring to convert them from their error, 
unto the truth? What if, in ſearching the 


ſcriptures, I find that I am commanded to 
aloud, and not to ſpare upon political conſidera- 


tions of keeping a falſe peace with men, againſt 


the manifeſt light of my conſcience ? Are not 
you moſt unjuſt then, and do not you act moſt 


| tyrannically, in perſecuting me for what I be- 
lieve, or for what I profeſs ? | 8 
This, ſay the catholics, is what a Bourig- 
noniſt may reply to the proteſtants: and who- 
ever ſhould maintain the worſt of errors, might 


— 


defend himſelf in the ſame manner. Whence 


it is evident, that without renouncing the new 


way of the proteſtants, and without returning 


even of the worſt hereſies, but by acting ty- 


nannically; and it is impoſſible to confute 
my them, except in an unreaſonable manner. 


And indeed this way is ſo unreaſonable, that 


thoſe proteſtants and others who reject autho- 
rity, are ſo aſhamed of their own way, that 
they make darn. to own it in plain terms; 
and ſome of their people will ſcarce believe 


that this is their principle, that they are to de- 
end upon nothing but their own judgment in their 


way of ſearching the ſcriptures. Mean time no- 
thing is more certain, than that this is their 
os „„ principle. 


in his conference with the biſhop of Meauæx, 


does own it to that degree, that he aſſerts, 
that a ſimple woman may refuſe ſubmiſſion to. 


any council of the. church, and even to the 


whole paſtors of any age, or ages; and that 


ſhe may judge herſelf to have the truth, and. 


look on them all as teachers of error. Beſides, ww 


nothing is more certain among all the reform- 
ed, than that all churches are fallible; becauſe 


if all churches had not been fallible, then in 
the time of Luther, and of the pretended re- 


formation, there ſhould have been an infalli- 


ble church, whoſe doctrine he, and other re- 
| formers, ſhould have been obliged to believe, 
and in whoſe communion they ſhould have 


been obliged to live; without ſetting up a new 
doctrine as they did, by a ſchiſm. and ſepara- 


tion from the whole chriſtian churches, on 
earth, Now all churches being Fallible; that 


is, capable todeceive or be deceived, no church 


nor paſtor can infallibly tell us the meaning of MK 


ſcripture, by their ſearches of it; or make us 
fure of the truth: What then ſhall we do, to 


be ſure of it? Certainly we cannot ſay, that 
God has left us in perpetual uncertainties, nei- 
ther knowing what to do, nor what to believe 


for to be ſaved. Evident reaſons condemn. 


this horrid aſſertion. (Se. VI.) What ſay 
. proteſtants to this? They tell us, that the 


ſcripture 1 is infallible, -and that we muſt ſearchi 


=” Well then, ſeeing all churches are falli- 
8. they will not have us to be content wit. 
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principle. The thirty nine articles of the 
church of England do authoriſe it. Mr. Claude, 
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58 Application of the mark to Catholics, 
the ſearch of it made by any church or paſtor; 
but every one muſt ſearch it for himſelf, by his 
own private diligence ;. and embrace and pro- 
feſs that which he thinks to be the true mean- 
ing of it. So at length they are forced to 
come to their own principle of every ones 
private ſearch. According to it, all muſt ſearch 
the ſcriptures for themſelves, and no man's 
ſearch can be ſufficient for his neighbour ; be- 
_ Cauſe each one muſt look upon all his neigh- 
bours, all paſtors, and even all churches, as 
fallible, or capable to deceive or be. deceived. 
Therefore not only the learned, but every un- 
learned man muſt ſearch it: every tradeſman 
muſt ſearch it, every child muſt, ſearch it, every 
ignorant perſon muſt ſearch it, every blind beg- 
gar muſt ſearch it, every one who cannot read 
muſt ſearch it, &c. No ain can be ſure by 
what he is taught, if all men and all churches 
be fallible. Therefore every one muſt go to 
the bible, and ſearch what is its meaning: and 
becauſe he cannot be ſure, by the judgment of 


his church or paſtors, ſeeing they are all falli- 


ble, he muſt neceſſarily make himſelf as ſure 


a he can, by his own judgment. This then 


is the principle ef proteſtants; this is their 
Way to the truth. When therefore they are 


po aſhamed to own it, that they cover it under 


ſpecious or obſcure titles, and leave their peo- 


= ple in ignorance of this, which according to 


them is the fole way to find the truth ; as in- 


ll deed it is of itſelf manifeſtly unreaſonable and 


abſurd, ſo their being aſhamed of it is another 


I evidence of its abſurdity. They call it the 


ſearch- 
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ſearching of the ſcriptures, the believing the _ 
pure word of God, &c. But as we ſee it is 
a ſearching and believing by every one's pri- 
vate judgment; and this they forbear to ex- 
preſs. When they are forced to expreſs it, 
they put on it another cover borrowed from 
the ſchools, and they ſay this is but the 7udg- 
ment of diſcretion, which catholics muſt own _ 
as well as they; becauſe catholics muſt judge, 
that the church is to be believed, otherwiſe - : 
they would not believe it. I will not inſiſt 
much on this at preſent. But to ſhew that it. 
is nothing but ſophiſtical reaſoning, I ſhall 
bring a parallel, by which. it will appear in, its 
own colours. A ſtranger-boy comes to Aber- 
deen on deſign to learn a.trade ; and having in-- 
formed himſelf of an. experienced and approved 
maſter, he engages. with him as his appren= _ 
tice, But if the proteſtant reaſoning were not: ) 
ſophiſtry, it would follow, that the boy is a 
fool; for if, by his own judgment, he. can 
find out a maſter, by whom he is to learn the 
trade, why. may he not alſo by his. own judge 
ment, learn the whole trade without ſubmit ; 
ting to a maſter? Every one ſees this is fool- 
iſh and againſt reaſon. and:experience. The 
ſame therefore muſt be. ſaid. of this proteſtant: -- } 
reaſoning. The catholics. by common princi- , 
ples of chriſtianity,. and. by certain marks. or 
notions, of which each perſon is capable, do 
diſcern the church that is to. teach them; 
becauſe they know they need to be taught,, and 
cannot hazard their ſouls upon any interpreta- 
tion, made by their own judgment. This | 
Os OT 5 judgment 


1 
. rr 
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judgment by which they diſcern the true church, 
- Which they are commanded to hear, under 
pain of being reputed as heathens and publi. 
cam, by Jeſus Chriſt ; is that of which every 
one is capable, is altogether neceilary, and 
therefore is wiſe, diſcreet, and reaſonable ; 
as it is reaſonable for one that is ignorant to 
feek out a maſter, But ſay the proteſtants, 
if one may judge and diſcern the church, why 
may he not diſcern alſo the meaning of the 
feripture ? This is fooliſh and unreaſonable ſo- 
phiſtry, like, that other reaſoning, that would 


= | perſuade a boy to learn his trade without any 


mafter. A man who endeavours to diſcern the 
church, is feeking a guide to lead him through 
the ſcriptures : will any one fay, that becauſe 


Wo I may ſeek a guide for the way which I know 


not; therefore ſeeing I can diſcern and know 
my guide, I may alſo know the way without a 
guide. A catholic diſcerns the church, be- 
ca cauſe that is a thing which every one is bound 
F and capable of knowing: Shall a proteſtant 
= therefore infer, that every one, every ignorant 

perſon may take upon himtodiſcern the meaning 
of the ſcriptures; about which all the learned are 
in ſuch debates and difficulties ? This is juſt as 


& unreaſonable, as to infer, that ſeeing a man 


1 | | Whoſe ſight is ſo decayed that he cannot read, 
can yet diſcern a man from a beaſt ; therefore 
tan ſee every letter of the ſmalleſt print or 


mr writing. Proteſtants ought not to put a cheat 
_ - pon people, in pretending. that they are for 


nothing but that judgment of diſcretion, of 
which every one is capable, Under that _ 
0 : : | 0 1 t ey 1 | 
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they mean ſuch a judgment, as would evident» 


ly appear i ible for the moſt part of man- 
kind, and uncertain for all men; if they ex 
preſſed it in plain and clear terms. This is 


great inſincerity: a fault which, in many other 
occaſions, appears too palpably in thoſe that 


pretend to be informed; as may be ſhewn at 
ſome other time. In the preſent caſe, this 
fault is the effect of the abſurdity of their way, 


which they are aſhamed to own as it is. 
Seeing then, thoſe who abandon the abſo- 


ſible principles; the neceſſary conſequence is, 


that all are bound to ſeek out the truth by this 1 | 
ancient, ſafe, ſufficient, eaſy, neceſſary way of au- 


thority, taught in the catholic church, and de- 
nied by all thoſe of the pretended reformation. 
O my Lord and my Gd here are many 


ſtrong and convincing reaſonings, which preſs 


me to take this way of the catholics. I im- 


plore thy help, O Lord Ged of truth! that I may 
ſee clearly whether this be the way to thy truth. 


I need not enter into the examination of all 


| thoſe things, which catholics ſay for their way. 

It is enough for me to ſee whether it has the 

mark of the way of truth; that is, whether it 
| be ſuch a way, as that all men can by it come 


to the certain knowledge of the truth. 


At the very firſt view, it appears to me, in 
thy fight, O Lord ! that I may conclude, that 
this catholic way has this mark. For certainly, 
| ſeeing the chriſtian religion is true; one of the | 
profefſions of chriſtianity muſt be true: and 


there= {| 
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lute dependance upon authority, are reduced | 
- to ſuch ſtraits, and to ſuch abſurd and impbſ=' 
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62 Application of the mark to Catholics, 
therefore one of them muſt tell me the way, 
by which, I, and all men, can come unto the 
truth. There remains none to be examined, 
but this catholic way. I have examined the 
ways taught by quakers and proteſtants, which 
comprehend thoſe of all the reformed ; and I 
find that none of them is the way of truth. 
Certainly then, either there is no truth in 
chriſtianity, or elſe this way of the catholics. 
is the way to find it out. 1 5 
But ſeeing I am deſirous to ſhun every thing, 
that can oftend my neighbours ;- and that the 
_unlearned proteſtants will ſcarce believe, that 
| the way of private in and interpreting 
| the ſcriptures, is the way which their principle 
obliges them to own; though I am convinced |} 
that that is truly their way, yet I will, at pre: 
ſent, repreſent it in ſuch terms, as they cannot: 
refuſe. 
I I fay then, my preſent deſign is to diſcern . 
the way of truth; that is, the way by which. 
I can come to ſo certain a knowledge of the: 
truths, which thou, O Lord! haſt revealed, 
that I can venture my falvation thereupon. All 
W chriſtians agree, that thou haſt written a great 
many of theſe truths in the holy bible; and 
my pain is to know the meaning of that ſa- 
cred book, about which all the different ſects 


{| 
1 
go: 


care in great debates, Now, O Lord! I can-- 
not conceive, any other way, to know its 
meaning, but. one of theſe. Either thou teach- 
eſt me thyſelf, or men teach me, or by my 
own diligence, I muſt ſearch and find it out.. 
If only men teach me, or if. I ſearch the ſcrip- 

5 | e 
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ture myſelf, becauſe both I and all men are fal- 


lible, and capable to deceive and be deceived; 
I find that by neither of theſe ways, I can be ſo 


certain of the true meaning of the ſcripture, 


that I can venture my —_— upon it. This 
I ſaw above, (Sect. V. & VI. 
the proteſtant- way. And ſeeing the prote 


tants, and others who follow their way, can- 
not deny, but that for underſtanding the ſcrip- 


tures at leaſt, they follow the judgment of 


men, whom they believe fallible; therefore this 


way of theirs, is not the way of truth; be- 


cauſe, as I ſaw, it wants that eſſential mark of 
it, which is to bring all men to the certain 


tnoꝛuledge of the truth. | 
If T am to be taught by thee, either thou 


wilt teach me by thyſelf, as thou didft the pro- | 
phets; or elſe thou wilt teach me by certain 


men, whom thou haſt appointed to teach me; 


and to whom thou haſt given promiſes, to ſe- 


cure them from error; as thou didſt inſtruct 
the Jews by Moſes: for I can conceive no 


third way, by which I can be taught by thee, 


except that of the angels, to which no chri- 
ſtian profeſſion makes, now adays, any pre- 


tence. I ſee clearly, that unleſs thou teacheſt 
me, by one of theſe two ways, I can never 
be ſure of the truth, and can never know what 


to believe and practiſe, for to be ſaved. For 
by the other ways, of my own diligence, or 


of the inſtruction of men, who are not ſe- 
cured from error, by thy promiſes, I am left 
in uncertainty, as to the meaning of thy ſcrip- 


tures ; and I may till ſay, that perchance Pl 
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1 60 2 of th the We” to cake. 
and I may be miſtaken, in the ſenſe we give 
them. I do not ſee how a man, by his learn- 
ing, can aflure me of thy faving truths, no 
more than I fee how a mere man can be my 
faviour.; becauſe without thy grace and pro- 
miſes, every man is a liar, and falls into fins 
and errors. But as I am ſure of the true 
meaning of the ſcriptures, if thou thyſelf 


q 7 teacheſt it me; fo I am alſo ſure of it, if thou 


teacheſt it me by certain men, whom thou haſt 
ſet apart for this end, by thy inſtitution ; and 
whom thou ſecureſt from error, by thy pro- 

miſes. In this caſe men are not ſimply men; 


bot they are men taken by thee, to be thy i in 


ſtruments; as it is in the facrament of baptiſm, 
in which men, and words, and water, are the 
| inſtruments, by which thou thyſelf doſt rege- 
nerate us. It was thus that the Jetus conſi- 
dered Moſes, not as an ordinary man, but as. 
one whom they were to believe and follow, as 
being cloathed with thy authority. And it is 
of ſuch men, that thou, my Lord Jeſus ! ſay- 
eſt, that he who hears them, r thee, 
The quakers pretend to the firſt of theſe 
ways: they pretend that they are immediately 
inſtructed & thee. (Se, IV.) But in thy fight, 


| law the folly of this preſumption; and that 


own evident experience, and that of others, 

_ demonſtrates this to be a way of illuſion, and 

- uncertainty; as it would not be, if thou mona 

| opp it. 

.. -» Sezing then, I cannot be ſure of the mean- 

ing of thy ſcriptures, by my own judgment, 

1 9 hang of other men, left in their natural 
condition 


} 
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condition of _— and deceivableneſs, nor 
by any immediate inſpirations, falſly pretended 


to be from thee; which ways make up all the 


ways of proteſtants, quakers, and others, pre- 


tending” to reformation: then none of theſe 
ways, is the true way ; becauſe they all want 


the mark of the way of truth. And it being 42 
certain, that unleſs I be inſtructed by thee, 


cannot be ſure of the truth: therefore I muſt 


conclude, that the way to the truth, is, that 
thou haſt appointed certain men, by whom 
thou wilt teach me; to whom thou haſt given 
promiſes, ſecuring them from error; and whom . 
thou haſt cloathed with an authority, to which 
all men ought to give an abſolute DOTY 3 


hearing thee, in hearing them; and receivi 


their word no more as tbe word of men, but 28 
thy word, which it truly is. This therefore is 


thy way, and the way to thy truth. And as / 


from the beginning of the chriftian religion, 
all men were bound to know thy ſaving truths; 
and will be ſtill obliged, till thy laſt judgment: 

ſo this way muft have been eſtabliſhed by thee, 


from that time; and muſt continue ſo till that 


utmoſt period of time. Whence it follows, 


that Antonia Bourignon, and all others, who 


contradict the authority of thoſe men, whom 
thou haſt thus appointed from the W 


are only deceivers, and were not ſent b % = 
For thy gracious promiſe to be wit thoſe, 


whom thou haſt commiſfion'd to teach all na- 


tis, to the very end of the world, ſhall never 


fail: and therefore there never was, nor ever- 


| ſhall be wy 3185 in which ſuch vo _ 


can 
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can have juſt ground, to bring in their new 


doctrines; whatever commiſſions they may 
pretend. 5 CU 


No this way, of thy teaching us the mean- | 


ing of ſcripture, and all thy truths, by certain 


men cloathed with thy authority, is the ca- 


tholic way; and therefore this catholic way, 


is the only way to thy truth. 


IThhis catholic way has the mark of the way 
of truth: It is for all capacities; becauſe the 


Anlearned have a proof in their own ignorance, 


that they cannot know thy truth, but by de- 


pending upon authority; and the learned can 


3 | have no difficulty, to ſubmit all their learning 


to this inſtruction, which thou giveſt. This 


way can make us all ſure of the truth; be- 


Cauſe it is thou whom we bear, in hearing thy 

' paſtors, by whom thou teacheſt us. There is 
no place for doubting, when we hear thee, our 
great God and Saviour , ſpeaking unto us, by 
thy organs (or inſtruments) our paſtors, By 


this way, no man is engaged to make impoſſi- 


ble ſearches, and endleſs examinations. By this 


way, no man is left in everlaſting uncertain- 
ties. By this way all can come to thy truth; 


and all can be ſo ſure of it, that they can have 

nothing to fear for time or eternity. I ſee 
then, that the mark of the way of truth, 

agrees to this way, and unto none. elſe. 

_ Evident and univerſal experience ſhews, that 
the other ways are not for all capacities: And 


no leſs evident and univerſal experience ſhews, 


that this way is for all capacities, Though 1 
| ſhould ſuppoſe, that the other ways, were the 
. . . ways 


* ” 
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ways which thou haſt appointed; yet I muſt | 
grant likewiſe, . that univerſal experience de- 


4 
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monſtrates, that they leave us in uncertainties 


and give, us reaſonable grounds to doubt of all 


eld by thee, as certainly it is; ſeeing no other _ 


way can bring all men to the truth; a man would 
as ſoon renounce the whole chriſtian religion, 
as doubt of that which he learns by this way. 
BY the other ways a door is opened, by which 


ſorts of errors can enter. For every ſoct- = 
nian, every bourignoniſt, or more impious he- 
retics, might pretend his ſearch of ſcriptures 


his interpretations, or inſpirations, to juſtify 
his antichriſtian errors. And by this way, (as 
is moſt to be lamented) even well meaning 


ſouls may be led into deception, in thinking 
that their examinations, or interiour feelings, 


perſuade them that it is the truth. Nor can 
theſe, as I ſaw above, be reclaim'd from their 
errors, but by tyrannical, unreaſonable, and 
unaccountable procedures. But by this catho- 
lic way, all theſe propbane novelties are for ever 
excluded, and rationally condemn'd ; and by 
it, the children of the church are kept from 
being teſſed to and fro, by ſuch winds of doc- 
trine; and do continue to ſpeak truth in love, 
without ſchiſm and herefy, 
In this catholic way, I find all the advan= 
tages, which are falſly pretended unto by the 
other ways. Here I find thy ſpirit, which thou 
haſt certainly promiſed to thy church, and not 
to each particular perſon. Here I find thy 


bleſſed ſcriptures, not wreſted by the ſpirit W 


* 
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4 which cannot #now the things of God ; but | 


explained, as far as is neceſſary, by that ſpirit 
of thine, which leads us 1 "all truth,” and 
makes thy church the pillar and ground of truth, 
L eee. ught by thee, who haſt ſaid to 
aſtors, to whom thou haſt 


| A 5 authority, he that heareth 


* you, heareth me. 


ii folly. ain nntrifonablenes 


| were not fo ordinary in men, wquld it nat 


ſeem ſtrange, that, as to this important mat - 
ter, men could venture their ſouls upon new 
inventions? Is it not evident that this catholic 
way, is not owing to the diſcovery of a Luther, 
or a For, or a Bourignon ? Is not this the way, 
by which all chriftians have ever aſſured them · 
ſelves of the truth? 


It is ſomewhat ſtrange, that proteſtants are 


ſo nice upon maintaining the purity of thy in- 
ſtitution, as to the cuchariſt; and yet never 
ſcruple in this matter. They make a buſtle 
about communion under one kind, becauſe 


tou didft inftitute both kinds, which we know 


to have been no command; ſeeing in all ages 
of the church, there were examples of not 
communicating in both. The one half is in 
rage againſt the other, becauſe of kneeling at 
the communion ; which indeed can never be 
found in thy inſtitution. The perpetual prac- 
tice of the chriſtian churches, lets us fee, that 
_ theſe things are not eſſential to that religious 


action. But. why do not proteſtants keep as 
dloſely to the purity of inſtitution, in this mat- 
ter of the way to find the truth. Can = 
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ay, O Lord! that thou didſt not teach by the 
way of authority? Didſt not 8 mne 
people to be obedient to thoſe: who ſate in 


| 44 chair? Didſt not thou condemn as bes- 


thens amd. prblicans 100 who will nat hear the | 


. 


Where do we find, that the apoſtles took 


any other way, than to ſet before- chriſtians, =_ 
the church, as the pillar and ground of truth? Wi 


Do they not tell us, that . paſtors. and teachers, 
and not ſearches of the ſcripture, are the means 
by which to be preſerv'd from being carried 


about with, every wind of dafirine? And like- 1 
wiſe they tell us, that ſcriptures are not pri- 
vate interpretation; and that. the unlearned and 


unſtable, do wreſt them to their own damma- 


tion. Moreover it is certain, that they taught = 


people, as having authority to teach them; 
and that not only they required their own 
preaching of the truth, but that of other pa- 
{tors a to be received, not as the word of 
men, but as thy word, They required chri- 


ſtians to be obedient to theſe ſet over them: amd Wai 
did not teach them to prefer their own judg- 


ment to that of their paſtors. Miracles obliged | 


at firft to believe the apoſtles; but thoſe Gon 


failed; and became more rare: and therefore 
paſtoral authority, was that which obliged to 
believe their ſucceſſors, and maintained the 
faithful in truth and love. > 

The biſhops, ſucceſſors of the apoſtles, made 
uſe of this authority, condemning hereſies and 


ſchiſms, as occaſions offered. The hiſtories of 42 


he church enn monuments of this 
| ___ perpetual 


| , „ 
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The apoſtles delivered the 


perpetual pr 
truth to theſe heir ſucceſſors, biſhops and pa- 
ſtors of the church; theſe biſhops handed down 


this doctrine to the next generation; and ſo it 
has gone on in all ages in the catholic church; 
it being impoſſible to ſhew any beginnin of 
/ this church, at any time fince the apoſtles, 
Thence it was even in the firſt ages, an un- 

controverted maxim, that nothing is to be re- 

ceived of new ; but only that which is delivered 


nin tra ition, is to be blieved, Thence the an- 


cient writers condemn heretics, from the doc- 
trine believed by theſe churches, which had by 
tradition derived it from the apoſtles. Thence 
the authority of the church dae a preſcrip- 
tien againſt all herefies ; and univerſal tradition 
was held for the fure way to the truth : as is 
ſeen in Tertullian's book of preſcriptions ; and 


in the commonitions of Vincentius Lyrinenſis 


'  Thence this ſentence was much approved in 
St. Cyprian ; that he who has not the church for 


his mother, "ſhall never have God for his father, 


Thbence St. Auguſtin, not only uſed the very 
= fame expreſſion, but alſo excuſed that holy 


„ as to his error of rebaptization ; be- 


* cauſe that matter had not as yet been clearly 
= defined, by a general —_— of the biſhops 
of the Anm Thence the ſame St. Auguſtin 


ſticks not to ſay, that he himſelf would not 


the catholic church moved him unto it, 


even believe the goſpel, unleſs the authority of 55 


It would be too prolix, to ſet down here, 


ce other numberleſs inftances, of the perpe- 
FN tual and univerſal bays. of _=_ great autho- 
rit7 
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herefies. And ſuch of theſe councils as were 
general, and once generally. received in the 


church, were ſo much' reſpected, that in thoſe 


days the teſt of a man's faith, was his profeſ- 


ſing to adhere to the doctrine of ſuch coun- 
cis. Whence St. Gregory the great made no 


difficulty to profeſs, that he received the fir/# 


four general councils, as the four goſpels, Whos 
ever was condemned as a heretic by thole © a 


councils, was immediately, without further 


examination, rejected by all the faithful. 


Though before, he had been a prieft, as Ar ius, 
or an archbiſhop of the greateſt church, as 


Neftrrius ; yet immediately after his condem- 
nation by thoſe councils, he was held accurſed, 
and anathematiſed as even worſe than heathens 


and publicans, 


All theſe things, and much more, are well 
known to thoſe, who have read the unqueſtio- 


nable hiſtories of ancient times. But I need 


not look back ſo far. The practice of all 
chriſtian churches at this very day, is depend- 
ance; and even abſolute dependance upon ec. 
cleſiaſtical authority. For all of them believe 
their religion, upon the authority of the church, 
in which they are educated, before they ever 


examine it; and many, nay almoſt all, live 
and die in this ſubmiſſion and implicit faith, 


which ſo many of them notwithſtanding con- 
demn in others, according to their own prin- 


ppliatimn of the mark to Catholia 7 
rity of the catholic church. I ſhall only ad WM 
this other mentioned already. The meetings Wl 
of biſhops, called ſynods or councils, were al- 

ways ſuppoſed to have authority to condemn 
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eiples. Thus the proteſtants, as I faw, ($2, 
VIII.) do by their 12 renounce their own 
principle. Ja beſides the impoſſibility of that 
| principle, and the abſurdity of it, which makes 
| them cover it under other words I cannot but 
attribute this contrariety of their practice, to 
that general impreſſion, of depending upon au- 
Maier. which is. ſo neceſſary, on account of 
the general ignorance of mankind, and ſo con- 
natural to the bumility of the chriſtian reli- 
gion, to its firſt inflitnion, and to its conti- 
nued propagation in all ages. 
This is a common idea, which the apctedd, 
ed reformed carried with them ioſepſibly, even 
Wwilſt they rejected it by principle. I might 1 
de w allo that they carried with them, from 
the inſtruction. of the church, even theſe very 
principles, of which, by miſapplying them, 
they have made fountains and occaſions of er- 
* ror Such are theſe, that he ſcriptures are to 
be ſcarched; that inſpirations are to be followed, 
Kc. I ſee the catholics do believe theſe as 
much as the proteſtants and quakers, and that 
the error and poiſon is in miſapplying them, 
But I will not go aut of 1e een mom 
2 this matter. 

1 Vouchſafe, O N to lead us into the 
r eee and our ſouls being there fixed, 
117 grant that we eee en 
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8 Atlement if the . in dhe way of truth, 
OW, 0 Ged of my heart, and my per- 


tion for ever having endeavoured in thy 
ght, to find the way of truth, I cannot deny 


before thee, that I have ER it. The ca- 
tholic way, of depending upon the inſtruction 
thou giveſt us, by the authority which thou 


haſt communicated unto thy church, is the 


only way to find out thy truth. I ſee that this 
only has the mark of the way of truth: and I 


cannot but therefore acknowledge that the ca- 
tholic church is thy only true church. 
I preſent myſelf before thee, in this. bel 


of truth, being reſolved to keep this way all 


my life; and ſtill to hearken to what thou 
teacheſt me by theſe catholic paſtors. My ſoul 


P. ed to reſt in thy truth. Now by thy grace 
all turn to its reſt. I bid an eternal fare- 
6 80 to all ſorts of doubts. How can I hence- 
forth admit them? Doſt not thou ſay to thoſe 


paſtors, he that heareth jou, hearetb me? I ſhall 


hear thee in hearing them; and I cannot re- 


fuſe to believe thee, my truth and my life ! 

If T had heard thee, when thou waſt ſeen upon 
earth, and didſt converſe with men, I ſhould 
have received with faith and adoration the 


words of grace, the words of eternal life, which 


flowed from thy mouth, Thou ſayeſt that 
thou doſt not leave us orphans; that el hai 


lent us thy ſpirit, i to abide with thy church for 3 


ever, 


. 
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gl, . 
* . . 


elſe ſhould I'be, 


* 


ever, and that thou thyſelf art with her paſtors, 
to the very end of the world. Shall I not then 
firmly believe, what thou teacheſt me 
them? I will not, I cannot, I mat not, I ſhall 
not ceaſe to believe thee, by whatever organ 
(or inſtrument) thou ſpeakeſt. If I had heard 


tee in thy natural body, T ſhould have been 


impious not to believe thee. Now when 1 
hear thee a in thy myſtical body, what 

as a heathen and a publi- 
can, if 1 preſurne t to call m queſtion what thou 
teacheſt ? Though an angel from heaven ſhould 


appear, and tell me the e of what thou 
teacheſt me by this authority, 


would look on 
him as a devil, and Hold him accurſed (Gal. i. 


| 8.) Jconfeſs 1 could not have done ſo before, 


when I was miſled by the fallible teachers of 
the proteſtant church; becauſe then I could 


not have denied, but an _ underſtood the 


ſeripture better than I. But now I would 


Ws him; as Satan transformed into an an- 
gel of light ; ſeeing none but a devil could 


retend to be like to the moſt high; and none 
Fat thoſe who are ſeduced by, him, can con- 


tradict the e which thou haſt eſta- 


bliſhed. 


Let others beat their brains, and amuſe 
themſelves with numberleſs fearches, and ever- 


_ laſting queſtions. Let them expoſe themſelves 


to be tofſed to and fro with every wind o 


@eftrine ; I pity their blindneſs; I deplore their 


obſtinacy, in adhering ſtill to tell. contradict. | 


ing errors: But as for me, it is good for me fo 


cicave cloſe unto thee. 1 . thee, O my 
| _ frogs 
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ſtrength and my refuge ! and now! have found 
thee in thy ancient, perpetual, univerſal, and, 
catholic church. I have found thee with ite; 
and I have found it with thee; and I know that 

. the gates of hell, or the 3 F datkneſs,- 
ſhall never prevail. againſt it. Here I find thy. Wl 
ſpirit to lead me into all truth. Here 1 find . = 
thy ſcriptures, not wreſted by a private ſpi- 
Tit, but laid open by the ſpirit of truth, upon 
this pillar and ground of truth, as far as is 
neceſſary for my faith. Here I learn the true 
way, to diſtinguiſh thy inſpirations from illu- ' Wi 
ſions of the enemy. Here I am taught the al 
right way of reading and ſearching thy ſcrip- 
tures; not with the curioſity and pride of earth- - Ml 
ly wiſdom, but with the humility and adora- , Wl 
tion becoming little ones, to whom thou Þ2 

reveal that $7 v4 thou hidgſt from the wiſe and 

prudent, I will have nothing more to do with, 
thoſe words and reaſonings, and ſearches and 
interpretations of the wit of man, for to find 

thy ſaving truth. I will live and die in this - | 
humble obedience of faith, I will love thy holy 
church; I will believe it: I will receive its. 
doctrine: and I will obey its diſcipline. Nei- 
ther things preſent, nor things to come: nei- 
ther time, nor eternity, ſhall ever, by thy grace, 
ſeparate me from thy church. 2 

O my ſoul! the Lord bas dealt well with 3 

thee, in 8 thee to this way oſ truth: in 
converting thee unto this thy reſt! O my ſoul 
bleſs the Lord, and forget not- this his benefit. 
Rectify thy life, as thou haſt rectified thy faith. 
Let all by ſtudy be, Ou to Irn to live well, 
2 >. - 
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| to. the end that thy faith may not be found 
dead. Thou haſt now found out the means of 
falvation ; let all thy care be how to gain the 
prize. Beware of uncreaſing thy eternal ſor- 
rews, by this increaſe of knowledge: but let 
every degree of knowledge augment thy love 
and obedience to God. Yes, O my God! I 
will ever continue to love thee 20% J live: 
1 will ever lift up my hands to thy holy 
throne, to bleſs and praiſe thee eternally. | 
As thou haſt given unto me, O Lord! the 
 lizht- of thy truth, vouchſafe to grant unto all 
others the ſame ; that all errors and hereſies 
being deſtroyed, thy church may ſerve thee in 
ſecurity, ſincerity, and tranquillity, through «| 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt thy ſon, who with thee | 
and the holy ſpirit, liveth ever one God, world 
without end. Amen. pe 
BET 


Da quod jules, et jube quod vin. 


r r 7 —— 
3 = = 


_— A 
1 Le 
ts. 4% \ * 
1 0 


2aZ 


CENEEEEKLD 


 SOLILOQY; | 


O R, 


4 


Particular Reſleciang! upon the 
irregular Paſſions of Men, who 
are the Authors and Approvers of 
Novelty 1 in Matter of Es 
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Refltios upon the irregular Paſſums of - the 
. authors of novelty in matter of religion. „ 


| HOU haſt declared it, O Lord] it 
is neceſſary that hereſies be (1. Cor. 
. A 19.) It is a truth which has been 
taught us, N of the moſt faithful inter- 


preters of thy holy law; and the chriſtian 
world muſt be convinced thereof, during theſe 


ſixteen hundred and more years by paſt, where 
in it has ſeen the firſt motions of novelty, in 
matter of 9 45 ariſe in the boſom of tbe 
catholic church. 
But permit, O my God ! that in nn 
ing this myſtery of iniquity, and 1 the 
orders of thy holy providence, I may make it 
a ſubject of wholſome reflections. 

2. The ſources of novelty, are corrupt and 
dangerous; ſeeing it proceeds from the diſorder 
of the mind, and corruption of mens hearts. 

The ſecret cauſes of this diforder, and "hid- 
den motions in the ſoul of ſuch as are the au- 
thors thereof, ſeem to me almoſt inen 
henſible. . "2 

I will enter, notwithſtanding, by the alli 
ſtance of thy inſpirations, O God of truh ' 
into this depth of darkneſs; ſeeing, as thy 
holy ſcriptures teach us, (P/. lv. 16.) we ought 
ſometimes to enter into hell itſelf, by whol- 
ſome reflections and 1 ** thereupon; ; 
T _ 
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to the end we may conſider the horror, and 
| ſhun the pains thereof. 

3. There is an image of nel upon earth, in 
the ſoul of man, who ruins himſelf, by going 
out of the Way which heaven has marked to 
him, to — him always faithful: I ſee no 
other thing in that man but blindneſs, confu- 

ſion, and unhappy wanderings. Under the 
form of a living man, he goes in the middle 
of the ſhadows of death. (Mat. iv. 16.) It 
is no more the ſpirit of God which guides him 
in the faith; it is a ſtrange ſpirit with which 
he is poſſeſſed ; it is the ſpirit of pride, curio- 
fity, or intereſt. Oftentimes it is the ſpirit of 
envy; or impurity. And ſometimes all theſe 
ſpirits together; or rather it is the ſpirit of ſa- 
tan which puts all theſe violent paſſions in mo- 
tion, being ſo proper to breed error, and en- 
tertain the ſame. 

Ah, Lord! what ſentiments can ba prin- 
ciples produce, in a ſoul which thou haſt choſen 
to be pure, and ſubmiſſive to all thy orders, 
by the exerciſe of a lively faith; and elevated 
above the weakneſs of a creature. Scarce is 
the ſoul become the ſlave of the father of lies, 

WE but it paſſes from darkneſs to darkneſs, until 

comes at laſt to that of death and hell, 

which will never end. 

4. How hideous and terrible appears this 

| ider to me already; though but formed upon 

the general and confuſed reflexions, of the in- 
teriour ſtate of a man, that reſiſts the light of 
faith? What will it then be, if in unfolding 
al theſe ideas, I make a' particular — 
5 ere“ 


| Reflexions upon the irregular paſſions, &c. 8 
thereof, - unto the ſubjeCts with which they 
agree; and if I conſider in particular, the de- 
plorable occaſions the church has had, and has 
to this very day, to groan for the diſorders of 
the ſpirit and hearts of her children, who are 

miſerably corrupted with error. Y 

I cannot think on this without horror. I 
find in all times marks and examples of the 
diſorder of novelty, even ſince the firſt eſta- 
bliſhment of the church, out of which there is 
no ſalvation. 

1 5. In the preſence even of the ſaviour of 
the world, announced by the prophets, and 
declared by the ſplendor of his miracles, ſome 
of the diſciples (the Capbernaites Jo. vi. 60.) 
\ whom he' had chofen to follow him, were fo 
bold as to find fault with the promiſe of life 
and grace he made to-them, to nouriſh them 
with his precious body and blood. They pre- 
ferred the weak ſlights of their own hearts, to 
the truth that was clearly expoſed unto them; 
the hardneſs of their hearts, made them feel 
| hardneſs in the words of Jeſus Chriſt; theß 
left him, they would no more hear him : Un- 
happy they in having been the firſt that went 
ray; in ſeparating themſelves from the ſon 
of God; and in having thereby opened a way 
of reprobation, to their unfaithful poſterity of 
ſacramentarian heretics. 

But oh! how lively was the: faith of the 
chief diſciple, at the ſight of this ſcandal; and 
how ſolid and great a comfort ĩs it for us to ſa. 

often with him, (Jo. vi. 68.) Lord to. oho 

Hall we 8 but unto thee ® Thou haſt the 
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"words of eternal life ; we believe and acknow- a 
8 ledge, that thou art the ſon of the living 
EEC | ey et s4 
The incredulity of theſe firſt difeiples was 
then very raſh and blind ; but the errors that 
have followed it, were ftill much more vain 
and extravagant. mT. 
6. In like manner, error ſupported by en- 


cChantments, has given us occaſion to ſee in the 


famous magician of Samaria, (Simon Magus, 
Act. viii. 9.) to what pitch amounts the pride 
and diſorder of a ſoul without faith. This 
magician being converted by the diſciples of 
our ſaviour, and afterwards becoming jealous 
of their power, he could not behold without 
envy, that the holy ghoſt ſhould come down 
upon thoſe that embraced the faith, by the im- 
. poſition of their hands. His heart was full of 
envy thereat ; his offering money-to the apo- 
ſtles, to buy of them the power of impoſing 
hands, was an evident proof of his error : and 
nothing can be more ſtrong, than the reproach 
which St. Peter made againſt him, in theſe 
words, which are to this very day the con- 
demnation of all thoſe who make a ſacrilegious 
commerce of holy things: (Act. viii. 20.) Let 
thy money periſh with thee, who thoughteſt to buy 
the gift of Gd with money. Thou haſt no 
“part nor right in the word, which we an- 
& nounce; for thy heart is not right before 
% God. Do penance then for thy ſin, and 
% pray to God; perhaps he will pardon thee 
the wicked thought of thy heart, why I 

| | 7 ' * 0.208 
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« fas to be full of the gall of bitterneſs, and 
jn the bonds of wickedneſs.” 

The counſel was ſalutary, but the Moab 
tions of the guilty perſon were wicked; for 


this. impoſtor, far from doing penance and 


praying, ſtill kept within him, that corruption 
and bitterneſs, wherewith his heart was full. 


His ſpiritual blindneſs became ſo great, as to 
make him call himſelf, the great virtue of God; 
or, God the father, in regard of the Samari- 


2 and in reſpect of the Fews, the ſor of 
a oa, | 
The corruption of his heart was as great as: 
his blindneſs, and paſſed from his. heart to the- 
impurity. of the fleſh; in which he pretended. 


every thing was permitted; and it was by a2 
particular order of thy providence, O Lord F 
that this infamous impoſtor appeared, in the 


firſt eſtabliſhment of thy church; to the end 


he might at laſt be confounded, by the chief 
of thy apoſtles; by whoſe prayers, this un- 


happ 7 wretch was cruſhed and killed, ¶ Arnob. 
Cyril. Hieron. Auguſt. Baron. an. 27.) being 


| thrown down upon the earth, when in the 
ſight of all the people gathered together, he. 
| Mon, to fly up to heaven; or in orden 
to ſhew the world, what was the firſt ſource: _ 
and origine of ſo many fooliſh and pernicious 
ſeats, which afterwards have imitated the ex WM 


travagances or abominations of ſo. ſcandalous a 
precurſor.” 


7. The: faithful believers had but one heart 


and one mind; (AZ. iv. 32.) a pure heart and 
a ſpirit of danken; a. _ bears, and. * 


—— —— 4 + 


. : $ [2 Fi 
4 : ” Fey” 4 + ab. 
wo U TEES TA TE ˙¹- ts cs ons A on — cc Wy — p — -- F 
y = — —— — —— ap 8 8 — bs 2 — 
9 . % 2 * . —˙( ROPE? 0 — 
- F * * . RO 
A Sod 2 WN . 1 


8 2 5 * 3-4 9 5 bu 4 6 — oy 4 ; 
e 


8 AO ESD 
EIT. in 75 


8 45h 


* . \ N 
8 — * A TT > % 
F <4. ont 8 


————— — * 
_ Ho 2 " 
e 


"T7, Err Re” 
* ay 4 - 4 * 
17 8 


84 Reflexions upon the irregular paſſions, &c. 
well diſpoſed and ſettled mind; a heart tender 
to the inſpirations. of God, and a ſpirit alie- 
Tated from the vain curioſities of novelty ; 
| heart and a mind animated, ſupported and 
perſevering in the faith by the graces of their 
vocation, and by the fervour of their correſ- 
pondence thereto. 7 
Theſe being the marks and tokens of thy 


faithful diſciples, O Lord ! I acknowledge not 


——— ä 4 — — 


for ſuch, thoſe ſenſual and preſumptuous de- 
ſerters of thy truth, who in all ages have 
ſcandalized thy church, and in whom I diſcover, 
through all theſe motions and ſentiments, 
what the ſpirit of error inſpires, and fills thoſe 
ſouls with who are abandoned to novelties. 
8. Menander, Cerinthus, . Ebion, Saturninns, 
 Beſilides, ( Innovators in the firft ages of the 
church,) and ye infamous Nicolaites; ye ſhall 
always be unto me names of contempt and 
abomination, as ye were with the holy apo- 
{tles; who in their time could not endure your 
errors, nor your pernicious diſorders. The 
divinity of Jeſus Chriſt, the neceſſity of bap- 
tiſm, the obſervation of the new law, the vir- 
ginity of Mary, conjugal chaſtity, uſe of li- 
| berty, and merit of good works, are truths 
that were in abomination with you; ye reſiſted - 
them, ye endeavoured to deſtroy them, by 
your words and ſhameful actions. O miſera- 
ble wretches ! ye were as yet at the fountain 
of grace; our ſaviour's blood was but newly 
ſhed; the church was but newly watered 
therewith,” and ye abuſed the ſame with crimes, 
which I am aſhamed to expreſs. . I conſider 
here only the corrupt ſource of error; and 
cannot endure it. 9. Neither 
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9. Neither do I read in the hiſtory of the 
church, without great horror, the diſorders of 
the ſpirit and heart of ſcandalous ' noveliſts ; 
who after the death of the apoſtles of Jeſus _ 
Chriſt, made it their ſtudy to deftroy and root 
out, what was happily and holily eſtabliſhed. 
When I ſee that the ambitious Yalentinus, 
(after the death of the apoſtles) a man learned 
1 eloquent; but puffed up, and jealous of 
the epiſcopal dignity, which was given to an- 
other, and not to himſelf ; abandoned the faith, 
and publiſhed another goſpel, under his own 
name. 

When I hear he errors of Marcion, in- 
vented by him, in the grief he had to ſee him- 


;  felf banithed from the church, after he had 


been convicted of ſacrilegious impurity, with 
A conſecrated * virgin. | 
> When I read that the Gnotics, the Illumi- 
nated, the Adamites, and their followers, made 
a religion to themſelves, of re infamous 
brutalities, | 
That Montanus, under the appearance > 
true piety, and a particular gift of prophecy, 
diſturbed the church of Aſia. | 8 
That Priſcilla and Maximilla, two rich la- 
dies, abandoned the faith, and ſpent their 
riches to propagate this impoſtor 8 heretical 1 in- | 
ventions and fancies. 
That Tertullian, by an exceſs of extrayh | 
gant and miſtaken ſeverity ; that Origen, by a 
ſpirit of preſumption and independance,, be- 
came a ſcandal to the church, of which they 
_ been before the ornament and ſupport. 5 5 
That 
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That Novatus and Novatian bath diſhonour- 
ed the church, the firſt in prophaning by his 
- vices the epiſcopal dignity ; the other in uſur- 
ping ridiculouſly the ſee of Rome, by the ordi- 
nation of ſome weak and ignorant biſhops, 
whom he had made drunk; and formed by 


their criminal union, a ſcandalous ſchiſm againſt 
the vicar of Jeſus Chriſt, (St. Cornelius 22 


pope.) 


When I alſo conſider to what height of ex- 
_ travagance, the impiety and madneſs of Manes 

brought him and his diſciples, the Manicheans, 
fo monſtrous a ſect, that it includes in it the 
moſt prophane practices and cuſtoms among 

the pagans and idolators, the moſt blind and 
carnal things of the Fews, the moſt criminal 
and deteſtable parts of magic, and the moſt 


_ * facrilegious — Ah, Lord ! I will ſay with 


thy prophet, (P/. xiv. 3. at the ſight of ſo 
many diſorders, theſe unhappy wretches were 
all corrupt, and there was nothing but abomi- 
nation in their conduct. 


Having departed from the boſom of thy holy 


ſpouſe, they endeavoured to tear and deſtroy 
her, like rebellious children, with more ſcan- 
dal than the tyrants themſelves, who perſecuted 
her at the ſame time; for they by their tor- 
ments made martyrs only, who crowned her 
with glory; but theſe innovators by their diſ- 
| orders, made nothing but apoſtates, who dif- 
honoured her. 
10. If their crimes and. rebellions. had at 
leaſt ended with the cruelty of perſecutors, it 
would have been a ſenſible conſolation for the 
; | faithful, 
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faithful, to enjoy at length a general peace. 
with theſe brethren, united to them by the 
ſame faith. But thou haſt permitted it, O my 
God | the fury of tyrants has ceaſed, and the 
diſorders of men have ſtill remained. to cor- 
rupt the purity of thy goſpel, by pernicious. 
hereſies. The number has almoſt been in- 
inne 

Ye Donatifts, Arians, þ > I Ko og > — 
 thelites ; ye diſciples of Jovinian, of Pelagius,, 
Meſtorius, and of Berengarius; ye Waldenſes, 
or Albigenſes, Turlupins or Flagellants, a ridi- 
culous and rebellious band of Innovators, who 
by an unhappy ſucceſſion, have appeared in 
the church fince the reign of tyrants. It was 
neceſſary that religion, after having been vie- 
torious and triumphant over idolaters and the 
cruelty of perſecutors, ſhould, to its great ſor- 
row, be buſied in fighting againſt your errart: 
and defending itſelf from your crimes. 5 

Ye in ſecular employments were her chil- _ 
dren; and ye in the church her priefts, bi- 
| ſhops, religious, and doctors, but your ambi- 
tion, your avarice, your looſeneſs of liſe, and 


envy, has made you her moſt irreconcileable Jil 


enemies. Great God ! how ſubject is the ſpi- 
rit of man, to the moſt dreadful and terrible 
| failings and errors; and his heart to moſt un- 
happy lightneſs and changableneſs, when he 
follows nothing but the motions of his paſſions, 5 
in matter of religion! | 
11. But how enlightned is his ſpirits and 
how faithful is his heart, wher he follows the 
rang of- thy e Alt bas been in all 
times, : 
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times, and in all parts of the world, the con- 
ſolation of the church in tribulation. She had 


her apoſtles and ſaints, to oppoſe and withſtand 


the deſerters and wretches that have perſecuted 


her; and we read with great joy in her ſacred 
hiſtory, the victories ſhe- has gained, by the 
virtue and zeal of the Qprians, Gregorys, Cy- 
rils, and Athanaſiuſes, (the fathers and doors 
of the church): Fhe great names of Hilary, 


Baſil, Epiphanius, Ambroſe and Ferom ; the 


names of Chryſoſtom, Auguſtin, Proſper, An- 
ſelm, Bernard, and Thomas of Aquine, have 


been the overthrow of hereſy, and the glory 


of our holy religion. 
12. Dare J nevertheleſs ſay it, O Lord! 
without murmuring againſt the orders of thy 


Holy providence? Theſe great names ſuſtained 


by ſo many eminent virtues, in the paſt ages, 


could not entirely ſtop the courſe of the diſor- 


ders that occaſion novelty; they have broke 
out in theſe later times of the church, as in the 
former, and the tares are yet mixed with the 
good grain. — | 
The impious ſpirit of Mahomet, paſſes daily, 


with his infamous crimes, into the ſouls of the 


followers, and fellow-companions of his falſe 
religion. - The church is deſolate thereby, even 


in the fineſt parts of the world; and we have 


ſeen under the government of theſe infidels, 


the abomination (Matt. xxiv.) even in the ho- 


ly Iand, that was conſecrated by our faviour's 


ſufferings. TE 


What doleful remembrance doth not Eng- 


land retain, of the diſorders of one of its 


kings, 


[TY 
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kings, (Hen. viii.) through the violent and in- 
ordinate paſſion, to which he ſacrificed his ho- 
nour, conſcience, and religion! changed by 
his paſſion into an impious and profligate per- 
ſon, he was ſo bold as to make himſelf head 
of the church, and ſigned a ſentence of death, 
againſt the faithful profeſſors of the catholic 
faith, with the ſame hand he had formerly written 
ſo ſolid and edifying books, in defence thereof. 
How long ſhall we ſee, in theſe unhappy king- 
doms, all that impiety and perfidy can invent, 
againſt the divine ſervice of the alter, and the 

' honour and ſervice due to the crown. It is 
there, O Lord ! it is there that every thing 

moſt ſacred is violated.  _ x = 

Has not Germany likewiſe, her public peſts 
in the diſciples of Luther, as France has hers 
in the diſciples of Calvin? faithful followers of. 
theſe two monſters of iniquity, they embrace 
their errors with their vices. We ſee among 

them that jealouſy animates them, as it did 
Luther; that apoſtacy carries away the moſt 
holy communities, who have, as he had, com- 
merce with the ſpirit of darkneſs; that impu- 

_ rity engages men to ſnatch away the ſpouſes of 
Jeſus Chriſt, even from the boſom of religion, 

as it did him. There are among them impious 

perſons, blaſphemers, independents, enemies 0 
chaſtity, and the goſpel, as Calvin. | 

Europe, yea the whole world, groans to ſee 
itſelf expoſed to the pernicious corruption of 

ſo many declared and open ſeducers. 5 

13. But ought thy church, O Lord! to be 
leſs afraid of her ſecret enemies, under the 
„„ ear cloathing 


——— UU — 9 


© "prarances of reformers.) They are wolves in 
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cloathing of innocent ſheep ? Innovators of pi 
theſe our times, hidden under the names and ap- | th. 


the middle of the flock. The paſt ages have 8 
given terrible examples of them; I know not Ig: 
whether they equal what we ſee now. in our J 1 
—_— ST 8 
7 acknowledge that the criminal diſguiſe of 1 
theſe inteſtine enemies of the faith, has al. 
ways ſtruck me ſo ſenſibly, that I cannot con- Ip 
fider, without indignation, the malignity of t 
their ſpirit and heart. OTE 1 
It is in theſe views, O Lord of light and ; 
truth! I have repreſented the corruptions of 
thoſe hearts from whom we have ſeen to pro- 
. ceed ſo many unhappy ſources. of - novelty. \ 
But if there be nothing more corrupt than the 
authors of this diſorder, thoſe that are the ap- 
provers and protectors are no ways better diſ- 
poſed, nor leſs guilty, i nad 


»& 
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Nefterions upon the irregular paſſions, of : the ap- 
provers of novelty in matter of religion. 


I. J Have already ſaid, that it is not thy ſpi- 
rit, O my God! that governs the au- 
'” thors of novelty in matter of religion; 
that they are poſſeſſed with a ſtrange ſpirit ; 
that it is either the ſpirit of pride, or curioſity, 
or intereſt ; that it is often the ſpirit of envy, 

or impurity ; that ſometimes it is all thoſe evil 
1 - - ſpirits 


c. On the irregular paſſionsof the approvers, &c. qr 
of pirits together. I fay the ſame in regard of 
D- If the approvers... and protectors of novelty in 
in matter of religion. 
ve A. faithful ſpirit and well diſpofed Heart, 
ot Nbaye never any inclination. to favour error: 
ur This is a diſorder that no ways agrees to them. 
Aman muſt be in diſorder himſelf, when he 
of loves and maintains the ſame. 
— 2. An ambitious ſpirit, and a heart full of 
pride, are inſtruments very proper, to ſupport 
f. YE the preſumptuous maxims of a rebellious man, 
dat riſes up againſt thy church, O Lord! and 
zgainſt the powers, thou hat eſtabliſhed to o. 
| vern her. 
| The emperor Conflinting y was a proud prince, 
and therefore a ver zealous protector of the 
proud fect of the r ; Whoſe fooliſh pre- 
ſumption went ſo far, as to diſpute, dry 
the whole world, againft the divinity of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Thoſe innovators had difficulty enough 
under Con/tantin the great, the father of Cons 
flantius, to find means to ſpread their errors. 
Conſtantin was pious and zealous for the catho- 
lic faith; and ſurprize only was capable of en- 
= Fging him, to favour the enemies of the _ 
aith 5 8 
But as cn as Canftantins became abſolute 
| maſter of the empire, after his father's death, 
and that of his brothers Con/tans and Conſtantin, 
who ſhared the authority with him; the diſci- 
ples, of. Arius found in that prince, a declared 
approyer of their impiety ; J We! 2 faithful ex- 
ecutor of their violences. 


ö 

} 
ö 
E- 
| 

| 


Never 
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Never were there ſo many tumults, and ſy- of 
nods of biſhops. Conſtantius was often pre. 
ſent himſelf; but it was neither to. eſtabliſh 
peace, nor to make known the truth: It was ta 
take away liberty of votes, or to cotrupt the 
orthodox prelates; and to make. appear the 
weakneſs of thoſe, that would betray their mi- 
niſtry ; ; and to ſupport hereſy. _ 

He took upon him ſometimes to judge of 
matters of faith, with a ridiculous vanity, in i 
which the ſchiſmatics entertained him; and. 10 
whilſt they refuſed the titles of Lord, and eter- , 
nal to thee, O adorable ſaviour of "mankind! 4 
they made no difficulty of granting them toa 

man, in order to preſerve his favour, and flatter \ | 
his ambition, that had induced him to attri- . 


bute them to himſelf. 8 
3. Julian his ſucceſſor, known under the 


name of apeſtate, had no leſs vanity; and re- 1 
ligion felt the effects ſtill much more fatal, then I 
thoſe under the reign of Conſtantius. Julian 
being ſober, vigilant, laborious, and liberal; 
and beſides, he having valour and learning, ; 
thou didſt permit, O my God! his ambition, 
ſeconded by his natural qualities, to make him 
a dangerous protector of hereſy, and of the FI, 
worthip , of falſe Gods, which he adored 1 in re- 
nouncing chriſtianity. 

It was then we ſaw a monſtrous convention 
of ſects, all differing from one another, but 
all oppoſed to the faithful. The donatiſts be- 
ing called from baniſhment, to which they had 
been condemned, by the preceeding emperors, 
pared neither the altars, nor the — 

0 
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of the Lord. The Fews on the other fide, 
burnt all the chriſtian churches, and began to 
b rebuild the temple of Feru/alem, by permiſſion 
of the prince; whilſt, in the mean time, the 
A nins of idolatry were repaired, and the tem- 
ples of the falſe Gods re-eſtabliſhed, at the ex- 
nce of the public, upon which there was. 
impoſed a ſettled tribute for that account. 
The preſumption of Fulian went to ſuch 
n exceſs of madneſs, that he ſwore, that after 
Ins return from the war againſt the Perſians, 
be would deſtroy the chriſtians. But the words 
which thy prophet made uſe of, to teach us, 
that we muſt judge of proud finners, by their 
end, is a very comfortable truth for us. He 
ſaw the wicked man lifted up like the cedars of 
Libanus ; that he, only aſſed, and the impious 
was no more. ( Pf. xxxvii. 35.) Julian after 


wo years reign only, was wounded in battle 

n J ginſt the Perſians, he ſaw his army put to 
„ Wight, he died unhappy, and all his deſigns 
„ (ended with himſelf. A terrible example for 
Princes, that are declared protectors of God's 

”” aeemies, and always ready to make vain en- 

n Aerpriſes, to the ruin of religion. It is an in- 
e H Alible oracle, O Lord ] the gates or powers of 

J hall never prevail againſt thy church, (Matt, 

Ini. 18.) What can ſchiſm and hereſy hope 
n Lor then, with all the powers of earth on their 


=? | | 

4. Neither curioſity nor intereſt, . neither 

envy nor libertiniſm, ſhall ever have better 

uccels 3 but they never fail to engage the ap- 
© | provers 


* p * 


provers of novelty in their defence, and EXer- 
Ciſe the patience of the faithful. 
There is in a new growing party, or ſect, 
J know not what charm of curioſity, that al 
lures and draws the mind. 

They think not as other men do; they be- 
lieve they ſee more than they ſee ; they have a 
different language ; they feel a ſecret pleaſure 
in entring into the myſteries and ſecrets of a 
cabal, and in ſupporting them by their credit 


| and learning. And they even ſometimes ima- 


gine, to find the truth only there. 

5. Thy church, O Lord! was never more 
expoſed to the danger of ſuch a curioſity, than 
in a conjuncture which ſcemed for ſome ti 
favourable to the ſect of the Manicheans, (St. 
 Auguſlin's Confeſs. B. 2. 3. Cc.) but was at 
laſt fatal to their errors. I cannot call it to 
mind, without being touched with it. Pa- 
tricius a citizen of Tagaſte, a town of Africa, 
had a ſon by his wife Monica, called Auguſtin; 
his mother, whole piety and wiſdom was emi- 
nent, educated him with great care, during the 
firſt years of his youth, Having afterwards 
applied himſelf to his ſtudies at Taga/te, from 
whence he paſſed to Madaura, and from that 
to Carthage ; through all he gave extraordinary 
marks of the quickneſs of his ſpirit and wit, 
and in a ſhort time made a wonderful progrels 
in the ſciences, though he had naturally greater 


inclination to his pleaſures, than to his book. 


His heart had almoſt ruined his wit; he was 


given to debauchery and comedies, and had 


contracted wicked and ſinful habits: his pious 
mother 


— 
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mother was then as much grieved thereat, as 
ſhe had true love and affection for him, and 
ſincere zeal for his ſalpvatio ee. 
_ Auguſtin being both learned and curious, 


"frequented the bar, and afterwards loſt conceit 


thereof, His voluptuous paſſions and deſire of 
riches, diminiſhed alſo in reading the praiſes of 
philoſophy in Cicero. The holy ſcripture, 
which he read without the knowledge of ſpi- 
ritual things, diſpleaſed him, becauſe of the 


apparent meanneſs of its ſtile ; yet after all, 
he felt a great deſire to find the truth. But his 


curioſity was puniſhed, by the. commerce he' 
had with ſome Manicheans. One of the illu- 
ons of that preſumptuous ſect was, that they 
believed they had the truth, and that they dif- 
covered the ſame without difficulty. Auguſtin 
engaged himſelf in their party; he learned the 
myſteries of it, and remained nine years ſe- 
duced, and ſeducing others, as he relates him- 
ſelf in the ſincere and public acknowledgment _ 
which he made to thee, O Lord ! of his by- 
paſt. wanderings, (Aug. Confeſs.) 6 


6. A man of this character, was no ſmall. 
help and ſupport, to the enemies of the church; 
his reputation and learning were alone capable 
of giving credit to their pernicious novelties. 


But the prayers, tears, and alms, of his mo- 
ther Monica, the penetration and juſtneſs of 
Auguſtin's judgment, which found not in the 
notions of the Aanicheans, the truth he was 
ſeeking; the violent deſire he had to hear St. 
Ambreſe preach; the impreſſion that was made 


upon his mind, by the converſation and ſincere 
1 : 8 N 


S 


' zeal 


4 


* 
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zeal of that learned prelate his faithful cor- 
reſpondence to the motions of grace; all this 


robbed hereſy of its new protector. He fought 


againſt the doctrine he had before ſuſtained Sy 
| defended ; he diſcovered the novelty, falſchoog, 
and extravagances of it. O adorable conduci 
of providence ! which permitted, that he who 
was deftined to confound Innovators, ſhould 
fall himſelf for ſome time into the” illuſion, 
that he might the better perceive the diſorder 
of the ſame. 


Great faint! who enjoys in heaven, the 


6 of your ſincere converſion, and the re- 
compence with which God has crowned your 
combats, againſt the enemies of the church, 


who aſſaulted her in your time; obtain a 


change of ſpirit and heart, for thoſe who ſince 
have followed error. Theſe latter enemies are 
not leſs blind than the former; they reſemble 
one another in malice and falſe zeal of reli- 
gion; all teach or protect the renewing of old 
errors: they are all enemies of Jeſus Chriſt, 


of his grace, and of the faithful correſpon- | 


dence, which is neceſſary to work out one's 


ſalvation. Aſk for them more juſt and catho- 


lic ſentiments upon theſe important truths, 
Permit them not to abuſe your name, in em- 
ploying it with a boldneſs worthy of puniſh- 


ment, to defend their errors. Look likewiſe, ' 


great Saint | with pity, on thoſe who approve 
them through miſtake, and protect them, by a 
reſemblance of manners and conduct. Above 


all diſcover, by your prayers and interceſſion, 


* 


unto the faithful, how dangerous is that pre- 


N ſumptuous 


- whoſe irregular motions are ſtill more ſenſibly 


reckon it a profitable thing to be at the head Y 
a new ſet, or at leaſt, to be one of the moſt 


t be ruined; or to preſerve with authority 

what they poſſeſs. There, are people, Who, 
to live more conveniently, and more S 
approve of all; and are ready to do the utmd 


vation: but alas, O Lord! how eaſily doth an 
intereſted ſpirit and heart ſacrifice the conſide- 
rations of heaven, to thoſe of the earth! 


1 taken under their protection a faction that is 
weak and oppoſed by ſtronger adverſaries. Then 


heart conceives more rage and bitterneſs; the 


deſire of revenge creeps. in and kindles; - they 

become more heretical, becauſe the adverſaries | 

© whom they would deſtroy and ruin are more 
"catholic, and better defended ; they are always 


content themſelves to ruin underhand and ſe- 
8 eat F v  cretly, * 


bo # On 1. 3 . of the a 5 Ke. 97 

5 ſump tuous curioſity, in matters of faith; to 

5 9 ay that all may have the happineſs, to fre 
with you and without veil, the eternal ſource 


of all light and truth. _ | 
$. Intereſt in novelty is another paſſion, 


followed, by the defenders of ſchiſm, The) 


conſiderable perſons therein. It is.a yery de- 
licate, and often an efficacious way to forward | 3 
one's. affairs, to ſupport them, if in an unſta= | | 
ble condition ; to repair a change of fortune, | 


for any faction. This conduct is mercen: 
and not at all agreeable to the intereſt of fal- 


Envy and jealouſy j join ordinarily therenitito 
eir extravagances, eſpecially when they have 


the ſpirit is more ftrongly irritated, . and the 


ready to burſt out openly ; ; they can ſcarce 


N , * — —— ̃ 
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eretly, what oppoſes the progreſs of the wy 4 
which they defend. In fine, intereft alone . 

a weak paſſion ; but terrible when it employs 
envy and revenge to ſupport it; and when 
heaven permits them to try the virtue of the 

9. Conflantia, the fiſter e was 

ined by an Arlan prieft, who lived: in her 
2 This was fufficient to engage that 
838 work upon the emperor all ſhe could 
In favour of the enemies of the faith, © This 

| affair became to her quickly a conſiderable in- 

| tereft, She preſſed and fatigned Conſtantin 
without intermiſſion, until ſhe had deceived. 
Him}; and provoked him ' againſt St. Atbanaſius, 
biſhop of the church of Alexandria, who was WM: 
under ' thy powerful protection, O my God! 

* the dreadful ſcourge of 4riani/ſm. © 
10. Fufina, mother of Valentin, abuſing 

the authority and tender age of her ſon, Was 
ſtill mote extravagant in the favours ſhe grant- 
ed to theſe heretics, againſt St. Ambraſe, bi- 
ſhop of Milan. The condemnation of fome 
Ariun pronounced in the council of Aquileia, 
where' this prelate prefided, had difobliged, the 
empreſs ; and his denying to give them a 
church at her requeſt, animated her revenge to 
the higheſt degree. Eo aw on SEN 
© 'Being therefore reſolved to deſtroy the pre- 

Akte, ſhe ſpared nothing; ſhe made uſe of pro- 
miſes and deceits for this end; money, public 

offices, and all, was offered to thoſe who could FF . 

Fetch him, and put him into her hands; even - 

dhe church of Milan was belieged by armed 


15 8 
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— puſſotrafMhipprniees; heroy 
men, whilſt the generous defender of the divi-- © 
nity of Jeſus Chriſt was praying for Fuftina,. | 
and finging the praiſes of God with his peo» } 
ple, who paſſed many days and nights before 
the altars, in guarding their paſtor, _ 3 

117. What conduct of intereſt and wicked: 4 
policy had not Eliaabeth, when ſhe re- eſta- 
bliſhed in England, the ſects of heretics, that 
had been baniſhed by Mary, Edward's filter, 

to whom Eliæabeih fucceeded? And how many 
princes have there been, who never felt any 
other ſentiment or motion, but of revenge and 
eſtabliſhing their temporal fortune, when thex 
diſturbed the peace of Europe? Thou knoweſt 
them, O Lord] and thou haſt declared in thy- 
holy ſcriptures, that to thee it belongs to pu- 

nifſh the guilty, and avenge thyſelf, ¶ Ram. xii.) 

12. In fine, the moſt dangerous of all the 

paſſions, that induce and engage the approvers 

of novelty, is\the vice of impurity. The de- 
fire of favouring thoſe; that undertake to ſpread: : 
abroed and authoriſe debauchery and looſeness 

of lite, is a great temptation to one, ho is 4 

himſelf corrupt and ſenfual.. . 

The fathers of the church reproached te p 3 

gans and idolaters with their impiety in eonſe. 

ö crating after ſome manner the moſt infamous 

Limes, by attributing them to their gods. It 
was a convenient belief tg. vicious men; and: 
they approved it without diffleulty. Is it not a 

| like abomination to authorize 5 diforders 5 

the fleſh, ſo as to make articles of religion ff, 
e . hes been On ſome here. 

| | 2 
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tics? Corrupt and wicked men gladly declare 

. themſelves in favour of theſe brutal Tets, + 

13. I cannot however, conceive without 
horror, how the doctrine of the Gngſtics, the 
moſt monſtrous of all heretics, was ſpread 
through Rome by a woman, under the reign - 
of Marcus Aurelius. Marcellina had wit and 

beauty; but how was it, O my God I that ſhe 

_ Joſt all the modeſty of her ſex, to ſeduce the 

faithful in making articles of N of ber 

3 voluptuous paſſions. 

134. I comprehend more eaſily, 3 Con- 

E i ftantin (Copronimus) the fifth of that name, 

favoured the enemies of images, and how he 

took pleaſure in burning the ſtatues of ſaints, 

| eſpecially thoſe of the bleſſed virgin, which he 
could not bear. He was an impious prince, 
And entirely abandoned to his impure pleaſures: 

What ſpectacle was it for him to have before 

| his eyes the mother of purity ? It happened 

| notwithſtanding, that her ſtatue was preſented 

| 


ee 


re 3 . 
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dico him at his death, (Baron. an. 775.) and he 
ended his wicked. life, in crying out, Mary 
was the occaſion of his eternal ruin, Unhappy | 
[ prince to have found his condemnation, where 
penitent ſinners find their refuge and ſalvation; 
when they know, Ocholy virgin, to profit by 
Four divine help, always ne to guilty 
penitents. 231 
| 1 Is not this enough, 1 1 we fearch fork + 
her into the ſpirit and hearts of the authors 
13 M + approvers of novelty ? E ſhall: not under» 
take it, O Lord! it is an abyſs, whereof the 
entire * 18 _ eres unto 3 
Open 


* 


3 


| 


* 1 0 * - N rn ̃ 3 — * N 4 
ag tan al R N 


we A + * * 
®. «4 2 % 
2 » 4. 
W 1 * LF] 
3 D 
* 


Ode irregular paſſions of the approvers, c. 10% © 
Open then my eyes, that wherever error ſhalt 
preſent itſelf, and under whatever likeneſs it be 
diſguiſed, I may ſufficiently diſcover the hid- _ } 
den motions of the ſame, in order to avoid 
the diſorders of it; according to the wholſome 

ound given us by thy goſpel, (Matt. vii.) 
Beware of falſe - prophets, who come in ſheep's 
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